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HE vaſt Incertainty of human 
Affairs, tho generally known, 

and univerſally confeſſed, is, 
notwithſtanding the great ſource 


af Surprize; and tho Philoſophers and 
Politicians agree in laying it down as a 
Rule, that we ſhould wonder at nothing, 
. yet we find them very often breaking 

through that Rule themſelves, and won- 


dering almoſt at every thing they ſee. 


It is not long ago, that we were entet- 
_ tained with the proſpect, at leaſt, of a 
Jolid and laſting Peace; now again, on a 


# 


ſudden, the Clouds begin to darken al- 
moſt every Quarter of the Horizon; 

and, excluſive of the Tempeſts ſo natural 
to the North, we are put in fear of a 
Hurricane in the Weſt, and all this about 
„5 . 
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o hardly any body can tell _ . 
8 
ironically, for in Truth it is too ſerious a 
Matter to be ſo treated; but I ſpeak it 
with Sorrow, that notwithſtanding our 
high Pretences to Knowledge wy Pe- 
neration in the preſent Age, oF find our 
ſelves every day at a Loſs upon Subjects 
that are held to be trivial, till Experi- 
ence, which very ſeldom inſtructs wiſe 
Men, convinces us of their ern 
ance. | 
One would have EY that upon - 
the firſt Report of the ſettling of the 
Iſland of TABAGO, with the additional 
Circumſtance of its being like to create a 
Diſturbance in the Weſt Indies, an inqui- 
fitive Perſon might have. found it a very 
_ eaſy Matter to have ſatisfied his Curiofity 
. ns! it, even in its utmoſt Extent; and 


yet there is nothing more certain, 5 55 


that this is a Point of ſuch Difficu 
that, after having ſpent ſome Months in 
f making as diligent Search as was in my 

Power, 1am very far from being able 
to give the Reader any Aſſurance, that 
what JI have to e e will effect 
1 but i can, with great Veracity, af- 
firm, 


- 


Jo 8 
firm, that if I could any where have met 
With one half of what I am able to lay 
before him, it would have ſo far ſatisfied 
me, that I ſhould have hardly travelled 
any farther. But, being once in the 
Road of enquiry, and finding nothing in 
common Books of Geography that could 
ſerve. to form any tolerable Opinion, 
I was induced to go on, and by degrees 
have collected a conſiderable Quantity of 
Materials, which having ranged in the 
eaſieſt and moſt natural Method I could 
deviſe, I freely offer to the Judgment of 
the Publick, and ſhall efteem myſelf. 
happy, if they ſhall be thought to afford 
any tolerable Light into ſo obſcure and 
intricate a Subject; and ſtill more happy, 
if they ſhall prompt any other Perſon, 
better qualified, to give a more clear and 
diſtinct Account of this Matter, which 
is certainly of very great Conſequence to 
ſeveral potent Nations, and deſerves there- 
fore to be as thoroughly underſtood as 
mm aL<c_E  wcEcCMMEoc..c 
There is nothing in Diſquiſitions of 
this Kind, that is ſo apt to miſſead and 
defeat the very Intention of them, as 
either Prejudice or Partiality; for when a 
Man ſets out with a Reſolution to prove, 
that a thing b Sa ſo, or that it is 
VE fo, 
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fo, he will de fare to Ae fine, 
and if he has any tolerable Share of Parts 
and Abilities, he will have 'a very fair 
Chance for perplexing and confounding 
his Readers; and therefore, as I am no 
way conſcious of having a Deſign to 
eſpouſe any other Cauſe, than that of 
Truth, Reaſon, and Juſtice, ſo alt the 
Favour 1 have to defire is, that I may be 
read with the fame candid Diſpoſition, 
and that every competept Judge will be 


pleaſed to ſuſpend his Cenſure of this 


mall Treatiſe, till he has peruſed, wei A 
ed, and conſidered the whole, and then 
I ſhall be under no Apprehenſion as 8 
his Deciſion, for I ſhall then either merit 
his Approbation, which will give me 
pleaſure, or receive his Sentence without 
Reluctance, as knowing that it proceeds 
from an unbiaſſed Regard to Juſtice, the 
only Point for which I contend, = 


It would be prepoſterous to detain the 


Reader with a long Introduction from a 
Work that is in itſelf but very ſhort. 


What I have faid, I held to be ſo neceſſa- 
ry as not to be omitted; and having ſaid 


all that I held to be peceffary, either with 


Regard to the Undertaking itſelf, or to 
the Light in which I defire my Reader 


ſhould conſider 1 it, 1 ſhall, without farther 
Ceremony, | 
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Ceremony, proceed to the Matter in hand, . 
and endeavour to be as ſuccinct as is con- 
ſiſtent with the Plainneſs and Perſpicuity 
that is requiſite to give a real Value to an 
Attempt of this Kind. An Attempt 
which I ſhould never have had the Vani- 
ty to make, if there bad been any 
Appearance of the World's receiving it 
in a better manner from ſome more able 
Hand. | 
Between dhe Eaſt point of the Iland f 
* Porto Rico and the Continent of 
South America, there is a Kind of Curve 
Line, or, as it were, a large Bow of Iſlands, 
which the French call Antilles; this, as 
they are not able to give us any tolerable 
Etymology of the Word, I conccive to. 
be a Corruption of the Spaniſh. Term 


Antilas, which has a very diſtin& and 


proper Meaning, tho? not eaſily expreſſed. 
in Engliſh, for it ſignifies, the hither, 
forward, or projecting Iſlands, that is to 
ſay, thoſe that lie before the four great 
Iſlands, viz. Hiſpaniola, Cuba, Famaica, 
and Forto Rico; for having given to theſe, 
by way of Eminence, the Title of Las, 
or the Iflands, they call this Arch of 
leſſer Iſlands Antilas, 1 e. the Barrier 
before the Iſlands. "Moſt of our Erglifh 
Writers call them, properly ug. the 
8 3 Ca- 
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(6) 

Caribbee Wands, from their original Inha- 
bitants, or at leaſt the Nation inhabiting 
them at the Time they firſt became ac- 
quainted with theſe Seas and Iſlands, 
If we confider this Arch of Iſlands as 
Beginning from Porto Rico, then Tabago 
is the laſt of the Antilles; but if we ons 
fider them from the South Continent 
of America, it is the firſt of them; in 
ſhort, it is the South Extremity of the 
Bow, that which is neareſt to the Spaniſb 
Settlements on the Main, and the fartheſt 
from moſt of our own. The Iſland of Ta- 
bago lies in the Latitude of eleven Degrees 
fix Minutes North; as to its Form it is 
very irregular, but according to the beſt 
and moſt accurate Computation that has 
been hitherto made, it is about ninety of 
our Miles in Circumference, being full 
thirty Miles long, in ſome Places twelve, 
but in others not above five or ſix broad. 
The beſt Deſcription, that is any where 
to be met with of this Iſland, is that of 
Mr. de Rochefert, who very carefully 
examined it, when in a State of Nature 
and after it began to be planted, who de- 
dicated his Book to the Dutch Governor 
of it, and from whoſe Deſcription, all, 
who have written with any tolerable De 
8 gree of 1 on the Subject, have 
bor. 


. 
borrowed moſt of what they ſay. From 
thence therefore we ſhall give the Reader 
an Account of what this Iſland really is in 
itſelf, whence it will be eaſy to judge 
of the Improvements it oy; receive * 
Cultivation. 

The Ifland of Tabago is not over-run 
with Mountains hideous and inacceſſible, 
deformed by impaſſable Moraſſes, or 
overgrown by thick impenetrable Woods, 
as ſome other of the Antilles were, and l 
_ thoſe are of which the Caribbees ſtill re- 
main poſſeſſed; but if in ſome Places the 
Ground riſes with an eaſy and agreeable 


youu Valleys, or opens into fair and 
cious Plains, crowned with Cedars, 
| x Acajous, Akoumas, and many 
other excellent Trees of che largeſt Size, 
which form every where beautiful Per- 
* as if they were planted to af- 

Man the Pleaſure of their Shade, 
and that too without obſtructing bis 
Sport, if inclined to hunt through . 

As to the Qualities of its Soil, it is in 

ſome Places light and ſandy, in others, 
mixt with Gravel and little Flints, Ae. 
where very fat and black; and thoſe who 


Aſcent, it ſinks elſewhere into ſhady and 


have viſited its whole Extent, as well 


the Summits of its Hills as the Valleys, 
By and 
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(83) 


and Plains, report, that there is not any 
Part of it incapable of Improvement; 
tho it muſt be owned, that its Trees, of 


which it always wears a rich Garland, : 
ought to be reputed its moſt precious Or- 
nament. Some are loaded with excellent 
Fruits, proper either to refreſh, or con- 
venient to ſuſtain the Life of Man; 
others again, ſerving not only to decorate 
the Mountain's Brow, or to raviſh the 
Beholder's Sight, but alſo to employ the 


_ Carpenters, Turners, Dyers, and even the 


Phyſicians Skill; the Solidity, ſweet 
Scent, beautiful Colours, and hidden ; 


Vertues of their Woods, Fruits, and 


Leaves, rendering all of them excellent : 


for ſome or other of theſe Uſes. 


Beſides thoſe beautiful Trees, that are 


alſo common to moſt of the Iſlands in its 


Neighbourhood, there are many peculiar 


to this, and particularly ſome that bear a 


Fruit no way different, in its outward 


Form, from the Nutmegs that come to us 


out of the Eaſt Indies, and covered like 


them with Mace, that is, with a thin Leaf 
or Aromatic Tegument between the Nut 


and the thick Rind, which preſerves and 


envelopes the Fruit. In other Reſpects, 
_ theſe 3 


ort of Nutmegs have a different 
T aſte from thoſe of the Indies, and their 
Smell 


(9) 


Smell is ſo faint; that it bis quickly loſt. 


It is however very poſſible, that if Care 


was taken by pruning theſe Trees, to re- 


move the dead and ſuperfluous Wood 
with which they are overloaded, and which 
hinders them from receiving plentifully" le 


Rays of the Sun, they might become 
more perfect, their Fruit of a more 
' agreeable Flavour, and their Odour more 


fragrant : and laſting. 


There grow alſo in this Iſland other 
Trees, to which the Dutch Planters have 


given Names (which our Author has 


tranſlated into French) ſuch as Millepeids, 
5 Fromagiers, Bois de Canelle, and Copa], 


which are either very rare, or entirely 


unknovyn in the other Hands: the firſt of 


theſe he deſcribes thus. The Millepeids, 


i. e. the thouſand Feet, is fo called be- : 
cauſe it is ſuſtained by an almoſt infinite 
Number of large Roots, which are formed 


out of its own Branches as ſoon as they 
pow low enough to touch the Ground, 


y which its Trunk becomes of a moſt 


enormous Size. The Leaves are ſome- 


What bigger than thoſe of a Laurel. The | 
Fruit of this Tree is of the Size of a 
Fig, and the Parrokeets delight in it ex- 


tremely. This Fruit is preceded by a very 


beautiful is Flower, under which 
there 
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nous, or gummy Matter, 
cures Tetters, or Spots, either upen the 


(0) 
ther re is commaply found a al þ ellow, gluti- 


ich infallibly 


Face or Vids © It is alſo in the hollow 
Branches of this Tree, that the Bees 


on this Iſland make their Honey and 
Wax. 


The Bois de Gel is no other han ü 


the Saſſafras Tree, but at the ſame Time 
bone of the moſt jovely and excellent that 
adorns the Woods of the new World. 


It grows very ſtrait, and the Stem of it 


frequently riſes to twenty-five or thirty 
Feet in Height before it divides itſelf 


into Branches. 'The Leaves, in Colour 


and Smell, reſemble thoſe + the Lau- 


rel. The Wood is a pale red, of a ſweet 


Smell, folid, cloſe, and very fit for all 
Kind of Cabinet Work, but the Planters 
uſe it commonly in building their Houſes. 
Its Branches are ſo thick, and ſo well 


covered, that nothing will grow under 


them Hut a ſhort thick Graſs, which com- 


poſes, in all Seaſons, a moſt beautiful 


verdant Carpet, for the Eaſe of thoſe who 
come to ſeek the Refreſhment of the 
cool Air, under the Shade of this delicious 
Tree, which recreates at once both the 
Sight and Smell, by the perpetual Luſtre 


* (11281); 
of its Leaves, and the odoriferous Scent” 
which they exbale. 
Theſe Trees bear a kind of Grin i 

ſomewhat like a Pepper-Corn, and tho 
they are pretty ſtrong, yet they are very 
agreeable to the Parrokeets, that common- 
ly utter their noiſy Songs from theſe 
Trees in which they lie conveniently 
hid, the Colour of their Feathers dif- 
fering very little ſrom that of the Leaves. 
The Aromatick Bark of this Tree is of 
great Uſe in Phyſick, being mach eſteem- 


ed for the Cure of Cholicks, Defluxions, 


Rheumatick Pains, and other ſuch like 
Diſtempers. That agreeable Sweetneſs 
which it retains when dried in the Shade, 
makes it uſeful in Sauce, to which it 
gives a pleaſant Flavour, not unlike that 
of Cinnamon, whence it is called Bois 
de Canelle. 8 | 

The Copa! is a very fine lofty Tree, : 


1 5 the Trunk, or even the thick Branches 


of which being pierced, yeild a Balm 
of an exceeding pleaſant Sal, which 
heals freſh Wounds ſpeedily, and either 
reſolves or brings to ſuppuration almoſt 
any Kind of Tumour. The Bark of this 
Tree is of a pale red, and it is very re- 
markable that it differs from all the Trees 
in the Iſland, except che C aſſier, in this, 

that 


(42) 


that in the very 45 Weather it loſes all 
its Leaves, whereas thoſe preſerve a con- 
ſtant Verdure. 
Ihe Fromagier, i. e. . the Cheeſe-Tree; N 
is of a far larger Size, and of quite ano- 
ther Figure in this Iſland than the reſt 
of the Antilles, where it is likewiſe found. 
"26-8 equally valuable for the pleaſant _ 
Shade it affords, and the wonderful Fruit 
It produces. The latter, which is of the 
Size of a Hen's Egg, and in Length a- 
bout half a Foot, has a hard woody Coat, 
which, when it is ripe, the Heat of the 
Sun burſts, and being then blown down 
by the Wind, there is found in the In- 
ſide a very fine Cotton or Down, ſoft 
and ſmooth as Silk, and fit for abun- 
dance of fine Works. This Tree un- 
doubtedly derives its Name from the 
Nature of its Wood, covered with a Bark 
of a greyiſh Colour, which is ſo ſoft 
that it may be cut as eaſily ns Chen © 
Thoſe who have had the Curioſity to 
examine the Trees of loftier Gra, 
have found a conſiderable Number of 
ſuch as produce the Cacao, and are ſa- 
tisfied that the Chocolate made from this 
Fruit, is to the full as Good as any that 
comes from the Spaniſh Coaſt, The 
Fuſtick, which | is a valuable Dye, is Fr 75 
WI S 
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(8) 
wiſe common. in this Iſland, beſides an 
Infinity of others; ſome producing that 
beautiful Vermilion which the Indians 
call the Roucon, and ſome which yield 
Roſins or Gums, odoriferous or medici 
nal, grow in ſuch Abundance as might 
turn to great Profit. As for Oranges, 
ſweet and ſour Citrons, various Kinds 
of Figs, and in a Word, Pomgranates, 
and every Kind of Fruit found in the reſt 
of the Antilles, they all grow plentifully 
and in full Perfection here. 


Whatever Grain, Roots, &c. contri- 


bute to the ordinary Nouriſhment of the 
| Inhabitants of hot Countries grow here 
in large Quantities, and with little Trou- | 
ble, ſuch as Rice, the largeſt Kind of 
Millet, Peas and Beans, the Manioc, of 
which they make Bread almoſt all over 
America; Melons, and every Kind of 
| Pot-Herbs, and Roots exquiſite in their 
Kind, and in Flavour as well as Beauty. 
The Potatoe and Ananas particularly ſuc- 
ceed wonderfully, and Experience has 
ſhewn, that the Soil agrees as well as 
can be defired with almoſt every Sort of 
Seed that has been tried, moſt laviſhly 
_ repaying the Planter's Care, and what- 
ever Pains he 1s pleaſed to beſtow i in its 
Cultivation, k 
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more diſagrecable, are common here; .O 


(36) 
In chis ſingle Iſland are found all 0 
of four- footed Beaſts; tho only 


one or two Sorts. are. to r 
any of the reſt of the Antittes, Bo 


Sorts. of wild Hogs; different from ours 


in Europe, and peculiar to, America, in 


| that they have their Ears ſhort, their Na- 


vel on their Backs, and their Grunting 


are the Tatous or Armadillos, ſo called | 


from: their being' defended by a Coat of 


Mail compoſed. of very beautiful and 


ſhining Scales. This Creature bas a 
Head * Snout like a Hog, with Which 
it routs in the Earth, hve tort Nails up- 


on each Foot, with which it tears up the 


Soil x40 come at the Roots, which 1 it feeds 
upon in the Night; the Fleſh is equally 5 


ſant and wholeſome. In Size they 


are ſomewhat leſs than a Fox. When 
theſe Creatures either fleep, (as they com- 
monly do all Day long) or are porkeed, 
they roll themſelves up like a H 
Hog, and are then ene and . 
from Danger, ſince neither the Teeth of 


Beaſts, nor the Weapons of Men can 


touch them; and if when thus rolled 


up they are thrown down a Precipice, 


they ſuffer nothing by the Fall. The 5 
9 is of a deep brown Colour in- 


dining 


ta} = 
clining to Black, its Coat rough, and a 

ſmall Tail without Hair, with two Teeth 
in the upper and as many in the lower 
Jaw; when this Creature feeds it reſts upon 


its hind Feet, and holds its Food in its 


Claws like a Squirrel, It is of the Size 


of a Rabbit, but the Ears are round and 5 


ſhort, and the Teeth ſharp as a Razor; 
the F leſh is as good as that of a Rabbit. 
Muſk-Rats are very common here, they 
are of the Size of the largeſt Kind of 
Rats, and burrow in the Ground, where 
their Holes are eaſily found by the ſtrong 
Scent, Foxes and wild Cats are alſo 
to be met with, and their Skins are re- 
markably bright and beautiful. „ 
The Birds peculiar to Tabago are few 
or none, if we except a Kind of Phea- 
ſants, which are called, or rather call 
themſelves, Kagzereha, pronouncing the 
four Notes that compoſe this Word very 
diſtinctly, but with a harſh and ſcream- 
ing Sound, very diſagreeable to Ears 
that are unaccuſlomed to it; the beſt of 
it is, that they are only noiſy about Day- 
break, and thereby afford a fair Opportu- 
| Nity of ſhooting them, when their Fleſh, 
which is very delicate, fully repays the 
Taſte for any Injury done to the Hear- 
875 As for Wood Pigeons, Turtle-Doves, 
|  Parrokets, 


* 
** 5 


h the more diſtant Ilands, Ne : 
| others diſtin guiſbed by 
Ain ite Variety of beau Colours, 
1 once charm the Sight, and raiſe 
; 9 2 Bf teful Ideas of the W 
4 ee Creator. N 


e Kind, du ing * * Rill Silence @! 
a he riſe by undreds out of the 
dom of the Ocean, where they have 
fred all the Day, to bury their Eggs 
the moiſt Sand eon the Beach. * 
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ning the peculiar Benefits Wo. e 


from the indulgent Hand of Nature, 5. 
E be thought excluded, if tc eee 
with thoſe ſeparate Advantages theſe þ 
not been likewiſe enumerated. Let us 
now proceed to thoſe, without which the 

It would be of ſmall Advantage to 
Mankind, and to a ſtill more i 
Privilege beſtowed by Providence upon 

this Country than any that has been hi- 

_ therto mentioned. A Privilege, which 

if it were not inconteſtably notorious, OY 
. would he abſolutely incredible. 

e che Weſt and North Coaſts of this 4.4% B32 
d there are Havens, Bays, and Roads, | . e eee 
Its. ſafe and commodious for Ships To a 
of any 'Burthen ; ſo that all Parts of the 4 a 
Iſland can With acility and Convenience - + 
communicate with {6me, or other of theſe 


«. oa ef 
Receptacles fot, Shipb upon which Com- 


merce, the Portion Dame Nature gives tio 
every fruitful Llladd, and which ſome that * 55 


oF 
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are barren procure. from Art, muſt prin- 
cipally depend; but the high Preroga- 
tive of Tobago, and which diſtinguiſhes 
it in a ſuperlative Degree from all the: 
Antilles, is its being entirely free from 


8 Hurricanes, to which more or leſs all the 


reſt are expoſed. It might afford Matter 
for a curious Diſſertation, ſhould one at- 


tempt to explain the natural Cauſes of 
a Privilege ſo extraordinary; but as in 


this we might tun great Hazards of be- 
ing miſtaken; and, as after all Wwe could 

aſſign ſecondary Gaues only, it may be 
as well to ack upon the Teftimony of 
conſtant Experience, and to reſolve the 
reſt into the Will and Wiſdom of the 
7e e hende it ne, 
"2 "Im common with i foine other of che 
Antilles, it enjoys another very conſide- 

rable Advantage, which is its Freedom 


from venomous Beaſts of every Kind. 


At firſt Sight it might ſeem a Contra- 
diction to this, to acknowledge that in 

ſiome of the Woods there are found moſt” 
monſtrous: Serpents, . fome not leſs than 
twelve or -fifteen Foot in Length, but 
by Experience theſe are found to be 


very timorous, and in other Reſpects as | 
2 as Snakes, The Negrovs feed? 


upon 


Are in 


11 : 
freely, n 


chen ken N 


d. as ſavoury and wholeſome as that 
of any Fiſh whatever. They likewiſe 


preſerde the Skins of theſe enormous 
Reptiles with! the utmoſt Care, on Ac- 
count of the ſingular Beauty of their 


| Eye than the richeſt Tapeſtr . 


We may add to all this, that no 


: Iland in America can boaſt, in 


tion to its Extent, a greater Number uf N 
living Springs or chryſtal Rivulets. The 
Natives or Hadian Inhabitants, had dif- | 


tinguithed eighteen, but it is ſince. per- 


8 coined; that their Computation was ſome- 


what ſhort, and that there are really 


more | Rivers i in Tabago; moit of theſe in 
A pleaſant and ſerpentine Courſe glide | 


through the Fields, equally enriched by 


their Moiſture and enlivened by their 

Luſtre; but notwithRanding this; there 

are ſcarce any: but what Alok with Force 

ſufficient to make its Paſſage to the Sca, 
and ſome there are fo rapid in - their 

_ Courſe, as to be very fit for aſſiſting the 

Induſtry and alleviating the Labour of 


Man, by the Application of their Streams 
eicher to Sugar or to Saw-Mills, It having 


c „„ been 


Scales, Which in Point of Luſtre, Variety, 
and elegant Diſpoſition of their Colours, 
parably more pleaſing to the 


(20) 


been before obſerved that there: ate ſeve- 2 
ral: ſpacious Plains on this Iſland, the |} 

Reader will eaſily conceive, that as theſe 
are covered with a rich and verdent Ta- 
piſtry of Graſs, there cannot be any Place 
more proper tor feeding and fatting of 

Cattle, which in itſelf is an Improve- 


ment that would ſerve ſufficiently to enrich 


the Country that is capable of it in the 


Weft-Indies. But that great Diverſity of 


Soil before taken Notice of, renders Ta- 
bago very ſucceptible of various other Ad- 
vantages; and indeed whoever. conſiders. 
what Circumſtances are neceſſary to the 


raiſing thoſe Commodities which may be 


regarded as the great Treaſures of Amne- - 
rica, ſuch as Pobacco, Sugar, Indigo, 
rich Woods, Drugs, and Dying Stuff, 

will allow thit there are very few. Places 5 
to be found ſo capable of many, if not Te 


Ak theſe, as the Iſland of Tabage ; which, 


Bevertheleſs, lying as it does at a conſidera- 
ble Diſtance from the moſt remarkable of 
the European Settlements, almoſt as little 
Notice has been taken of i it, as if it had 

not: been known. to us by Name as Bly i 
as any other of the Antilles. 


It muſt however be allowed, that one 


1 Flaw has been found in this Gem, or at 
leafs one Detect IE, to. abate the 


Value 


. drags ; $4 


* 
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(a). 


Value of the many Bleflings of which 
Tubago indiſputably ſtands poſſeſſed, and 
that undoubtedly no ſmall one. In 
ſhort, it is ſaid that the Air is unwhole- 
ſome, and that when the Dutch firſt ſet- 
| tled there, they were expoſed to many 
_ grievous and mortal Diſeaſes. But ſup- 
poſing this to be true, and indeed ſome 
Truth there certainly is in it, yet the 
very ſame Objection might be with equal 
Reaſon made, againſt any of the reſt of 
the Antilles, for they were all under the 


fame Circumſtances at their firſt ſettling ; 


but by Degrees, as the Earth is opened, 
the Surface cleared, the Trees unloaded 
of ſuperfluous Wood, and Fires employ- 
ed on neceſſary Occaſions, there is no 
doubt that even this Obſtacle, dreadful 
as it ſeems, might be eaſily got over, 
and in fact within the Compaſs of a few 5 
Years the Dutch did get over it. Be- 
ſides, it's very remarkable, that tho T2 
Bago lies nearer the Line than any of the 
Antilles, yet the Air is very temperate | 


and agrecable, conſtantly refreſhed with 


gentle and pleaſant Gales ; ſeldom, indeed 
hardly ever oppreſſed by that exceſſive 
Sultrineſs to which ſome Climates are 
expoſed, and as has been already obſerv- 
ed, entirely free from thoſe furious Guſts 
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ts) 
of Aehroying Winds that vex the adjacent 
Ifles, and ſpread equal Terror and 9 
fuſion over the Face of Land and Sea. 
Such is the Deſcription of Tabago, as 1 
find it in this Author, who wrote at a 
Time when it was beſt known, and 
molt Part of whoſe Account will- be 
hereafter verified from Matters of Fact. 
We are now. to enquire when and how 
a this Iſland came to the Knowledge of the 
Europeans, who were its original or moſt 
ancient Inhabitants, how and in what 
Manner. it has changed its Maſters, and 


what the Situation of it is at this Day ; all 


which Circumſtances are neceſſary to be 
very thoroughly known, before we can 
proceed to form any tolerable Notion 
of the great Point at preſent in debate, 
which is to whom this Iſland ought. of 
Right to appertain. In travelling this Road 
we ſhall be obliged to change our Guides 
often, for there are very few that carry 
us above a Stage or two at the moſt, nor 
is it very ſafe for us to follow them even 
when they make Overtures of carrying us 


farther; becauſe thoſe who conduct us 


ſafely through theTimes with which they 
are well acquainted, are very ſeldom able 
to give us any certain Lights in reference 


either to earlier or later Tranſactions, | 
which 


"4 
n therefore it is our Bufineſs to learn 
from other Hands; a Caution in which if 
the Reader ſhould ' diſtruſt my Judgment, 
de will be ſpeedily and fully convinc- 
ed by his own Experience, if he takes 
ever ſo little a Part of the Pains that a 
Have done. 
Me have an E l; ih Teanflatinn of : 
Anthony Herrera's Hiltory of the Weſt- 
Indies, an Author of great Credit and 
Authority ; yet little or nothing can be 
- found to our Purpaſe therein. But there 
is prefixed to the Spaniſh Original a very 
clear and accurate Deſcription of America, 
which we have juſt Reaſon to regret 
has not hitherto appeared in the Engliſi 
Tongue. It appears from the ſeventh 
Chapter of this Deſcription, - that the 
Aland of Jabago was diſcovered by the 
Admiral Don Chriſtopher Columbus in the 
Year 1498, but as he was intent upen 
the finding out the Continent of America, 
Which in his former Voyages he had never 
ſeen, it does not appear that he troubled 
himſelf any farther about the little lands 
that he met with in his Paſſage, than to 
beftow- Names upon them; nor indeed 
is it evident that the Spaniards, who had 


ſo many and fo great Countries to diſco- 


ver and conquer, made any Attempt to 
C 4 add 


add this to their Dominions by taking it 
actually into their Poſſeſſion; ſo that un- 


leſs barely beſtowing a Name upon it 
can be ſuppoſed to give them any Right, 
it will not be eaſy to aſſign any Grounds 


whatever for their ſetting uy a Title to 
the Iſland of Tabago. 


At che Time this Iſland was firſt ſeen 
and named by the Europeans, it was in- 


habited by the C2r:bbees, who, as them- 
ſelves relate, had ſeveral conſiderable Vil- 


lages therein, and conſidered it as one 
of the pleaſanteſt, moſt fruitful, and 
valuable of their Poſſeſſions. Bat about 
- ſixty Years after the Spaniards had viſit- 
ed theſe Parts, they were forced to 
abandon it in conſequence of their Wars 


with the Arovagues, their irreconcilable 


Enemies on the Continent, who from 


| thence, and from the Ifland. of 7 rinity 


which was alſo in their Poſſeſſion, harraf- 
ſed them continually, and from time to 
time cut off ſuch Numbers, that they 


thought it the moſt adviſeable Thing 


they could do to get farther out of their 

Reach; and upon this Principle it was 
that they retired from Tabago to ſome 
of the adjacent Iſlands. They continued 


however to frequent their old Set- 
tlement occaſionally, and even to come 
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there in great Numbers, more eſpecially 
at the Times of their annual Expeditions | 
againſt their Enemies, whom they pur- 
ſue with the ſame unrelenting Animo- 

ſity that is ſhewn in return by the Accu. 
* agues, This in few Words is the beſt 
Account that can be given how this 
Iſland came to be firſt abandoned ; yet 


ſo tenacious all Nations are of what they 


take to be their Rights, that long after 
this, as we ſhall have Occaſion to relate, 
theſe Savages, as the Europeans are pleaſ- | 
ed to ſtile them, reſented an Attempt to 
_ ſettle this Iſland, as an Invaſion on their 
Territory, and deſpoiling them of their 
Property, 
be Engliſh frequently wider T abago 
while they had in view the ſettling them- 
ſelves in the Country of Guiana, which 
is directly over againſt it upon the Main; 


it ſerved them likewiſe for a kind of 


Place of Arms when they made At- 
tempts upon the Iſland of Trinity, wherein 
the Spaniards had once a flouriſhing Co- 


lony, to deſtroy which, Sir Robert Dudley, 


Son to the great Earl of Leiceſter, fitted 
out a Squadron at his own Expence, and 
tho he performed many gallant Things 
in the Expedition, yet not being ſo for- 
tunate in it as he arp and being 
3 5 iüll- 
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ill-treated at his Return, in the latter End . 


. Queen Elizabeth's Reign, he grew tired 
of theſe Kind of Adventures, to which, 


if I miſtake not, he was principally in- 
duced by bis Intimacy with - Captain 
Thomas Cavendiſh, who failed round the 
Globe, and whoſe Siſter was his firſt 


Wife. It was from theſe Expeditions in 
the latter End of the ſixteenth Century, 
and long before any other European Na- 
tion except the Spaniards viſited theſe 
Parts, that our Nation derives its original 
Title to Tabago, and that this has been 
ſo conſtantly maintained as to beget a 
general Opinion that 
co us, ſhall in its prop Pace be as clearly 
ſhewn as any thing of this Kind can be. 


The French Hiſtorians are very deſi- 
rous of propagating an Opinion, that our 
Eſtabliſnment in the Antilles and theirs is 
of the ſame Date, which however is 
only true of the Iſland of St. Chriſtophers, 


of which indeed the Engliſh and French 
took Poſſeſſion on the ſame Day; but as 


to Bar badoes, the very next of the Antilles 


to Tabago, and ſcarce diſtant from thence 


twenty Leagues, we were ſettled there 
long before. The publick Records. of 


that Colony were unfortunately burnt in 
oo" 'Year 1668, which has put it out 


SB” of 


s Iſland belonged 
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of our Power bs produce any of the au- 
thentick Acts that might put our Title to 
to this adjacent Iſland beyond all Con- 


tradiction. Vet from an AQ of Aſſembly 


paſſed in Barbadbes the very Lear that 


Fire happened, which confirms what 


ever was done by any Governor, Preſident, 
or Council in the Reigns of King James 
the firſt, and King Charles the firſt, it is 


inconteſtably evident that we were well 


ſettled and Maſters here, before the Death 
of the firſt- mentioned Prince, that is be- 


fore the Year 1625 ; which is earlier than 


any of the French Pretenſions, even as they 


are ſet forth by their own Writers. It : 


is however very likely that while our 
Planters were, buſy in the Eſtabliſhment 
of Barbadoes, they made only occaſional | 
Viſits to the Ifland of Tabago for the Con- 
yeniency of cutting Timber, for a large 
Supply of the moſt excellent Sorts of 
| which this Iſland was ever famous; we 
might probably alſo keep a few People 
reſident there, but that we did not fully 
ſettle it, ſeems to have been owing to 


our Apprehenſions of the Spaniards, who 


being poſſeſſed all along of the great Iſland 
9 Trinity, lying cloſe by Tabago, might 


from thence have infeſted and deſtroyed 


3 20 Infant Settlement with great Eaſe, as 
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they actually drove both us and the 
French out of St. Chriſtophers, for no Rea- 
ſon in the World but 8255 they difſiked 
eur Neighbourhood, 

At length, which is a convincing Ar- 
gument of the prior Right of the Crown of 
Great- Britain, his Majeſty King Charles 
the firſt was graciouſly leaſed to grant 
this Iſland, together with that of Ber- 
buda and "the Iſland of St. Bernard, to 


Milliam Earl of Pembroke, in the Year 
1628; but the Diſturbances that after- 
_ wards aroſe in the Government, and the 
Intereſt which that 'noble Peer had in 


other Colonies (for he was a great Patron 
of our early Settlements j hindered him 
from reaping the Benefit of this Grant; 
and at the ſame time hindered any other 
Engliſhman from undertaking to ſettle 

Tabago. Yet notwithſtanding theſe un- 
Accidents, which have been the 


Cauſe that no Profits have ariſen either to 


private Perſons or to the Publick from 
this our Title, yet that hinders not the 
Grant before- mentioned from remaining 
a proper Proof of it; becauſe whoever 


conſiders its Situation, and how much it 


muſt have been always in the Power of 
the Engliſh, ſettled upon Barbadoes on one 
Side, and at Surman * the Continent 


on 


(29) 


on the other, to ſend. ſome Families thi- 


ther: occaſionlly to ſupply them with 


the native Commodities of the Iſſand, 
muſt be convinced, our Monarch had as 
good a right to make a Grant of it as any 
of the European Powers ever had to any 
of the Iſlands beſtowed by them on their 


Subjects. 


But about the time of the breaking 
out of our Civil Wars, which interrupted 


all Schemes of Improvement, the Duteb 


from Brazil having taken a View of this 
Iſland, made ſo favourable a Report of it 
upon their Return into their own Country, 
that a Company of Traders at Fiuſhing 
reſolved to undertake the ſettling of it, 
and to beſtow upon it the Name of New 
Walcheren, which is that of their own 
Iſland; accordingly they fitted out a Ship 
and a Sloop laden with all things neceſſary 
for the uſe of ſuch as undertake a new 
Colony, and with them ſent over about 
two hundred Souls. They arrived ſafely 
in Tabago, and in a ſhort time cleared a 
poo place for a Settlement; and as they 
had plenty of Materials, they reſolved to 
begin with building a Fort, of which 
they laid the Foundation with great La- 
bour and Circumſpection. But before 
their Fortreſs was in any State of Defence, 
„ e 333 the | 
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the Caribbeans, who could not andere 
that this new Nation with whom they 
had no Commerce, ſhould without Ce- 
remony come and take Poſſeſſion of what 
they ſtill took to be their Country, which 
was a piece of Injuſtice the Engliſb and 
the French had both carefully avoided, by 
making direct Purchaſes of their Planta» 
tions, formed a Deſign of cutting them 
off. The Dutch, wary, and well armed, 
were under no great Apprehenſions from 
| theſe naked Enemies; but the Indian 
who knew their own Strength very well, 
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had Recourſe to the Spaniards in Trimty | 


Wand, and having engaged them to make 
a Deſcent and to attack the Fort, they * 
made a ſhift to take abundance of the ! 
Durch Priſoners as they were flying. to 
their Ships. Thoſe who ſtood upon their 
Defence behaved very gallanily, and were 
all cut to pieces zſuch as fled firſt, returned 
home with this. fad News, And this was 
the Beginning and End of the firſt Dutch 
Settlement on the Iſland of Tabago, 


About ten Years after this, James 


Duke. of Courland, the Godſon of our 
King James the firſt, a Prince of great 
— Koo and Abilities, and who was 


particularly inclined to promote the Com- 


merce and Navigation of his Subjects, 


I ſent 


(un) 


ſent a Ship or two into the American Seas, 
in ſearch of ſome uninhabited Iſland where 


a Settlement might be made; and his 


Agents finding the Iſland of Tabago 


fruitful in itſelf, finely ſituated, and very 
capable of Improvement, fixed themſelves 
there; with which the Duke was ſo well 
pleaſed, that he ſent them over a Rein- 
forcement of Men, and what other Sup- 
plies were neceſſary, ſo that at his Ex- 


pence they built a pretty good Town, 


and erected a ſtrong Fort, to which they 
gave their Sovereign's Name; and without 
queſtion, this James's Fort built by the 
Courlanders was the firſt Fortification fi? 
 niſhed by any European Power whatſoever = 


in this Country ; and there is very little 


Reaſon to doubt, if that Prince had not 
fallen under ſuch Misfortunes as diſabled 


him from proſecuting his Deſign, he 


would certainly have made a thorough 
Settlement here for the Benefit of his 
Subjects. But it ſo fell out, that two 
rich and potent Duich Merchants and 
Magiſtrates of the Province of Zealand, 
Meſſieurs Adrian and Cornelius Lampfins, 


bad formed a Scheme of reſetting Tabago, 


and accordingly: fitted out, A. D. 1654; | 


finding the Conrlanders already fixed, 


and 
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« 32) . 
and fortified there; and conſequently i in a 
Condition to defend themſelves; they 
knew not well how to execute their 
Commiſſion. After ſome pretty warm 
Expoſtulations, it was agreed by both 
Parties, that as the Iſland was large 
5 enough, the Dutch ſhould ſettle at one 
Corner; which they accordingly did, by 
the Permiſſion and under the Protection 
of the Duke of Courland, to whom, in 
conſideration of this Licenſe, they were 
to pay an annual Acknowledgment. 
Thus Tabago that was lately deſart, 
was in a fair my of being peopled by 
two Nations. \ 
It is neceſſary to inform the Reader, 
that at this Juncture there was a War in 
the North of Europe, between the Kings 
of Sweden and Poland; to the former the 
Duke of Courland was related, and he 
held his Dominions from the Jatter, who 
very generouſly propoſed that be ſhould 
enjoy a Neutrality. The King of Sweden 
likewiſe conſented to this; but in the 
Summer of the Year 1658, without the 
leaſt previous Notice, as well as without 
the ſmalleſt Provocation, he ſent General 
Douglas with a Body of Troops into 
Chuan who not only . we 
Country,” . ſeized the Perſons of abe 
Duke 
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Duke and Dutcheſs, tho' ſhe had in. in 5 


but a Week, and carried them away Pri- 
ſoners to Riga. This totally diſconcerted 


all that poor Prince's Schemes, and put it 


out of his Power to execute in their entire 


Extent the Projects he had formed; and 
which otherwiſe he was in a very good 


Condition of bringing to Perfection. 
As ſoon as the News of this unfortunate 
Accident. reached the Ears of the Dutch 


who were ſettled in Tabago, they reſolved | 


to take advantage of it, and to make them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole Iſland, with 


which View they ſuddenly inyeſted Fort 
. Ada and tho they were not in a Con- 
dition to beſiege it immediately, yet upon 

their threatning to ſtarve the Garriſon, 
and ſending them word that the Duke 
their Sovereign was a Priſoner and in no 
Conditon to relieve them, the Garriſon 


mutinied, and obliged the Governor to 


deliver it up; by which Expedient the 


Dutch became ſole Maſters of J. abago, 


and of a very good Fort into the Bargain 
which they never built. It is true they. 


made a very exact Inventory of every 


thing, and promiſed to reſtore all when 


the Duke was ſet at Liberty; but tho 


the latter happened ſcme Years after, 


* as We (hall ſee in the Sequel, this 


D Don- 


Condition was never performed, as in 
Truth there was but little Probability 
N er n W 

The new Colony of Tabago became 
now a Point of great Concern, for the 


tion in the Minds of the People to 


ſettle there, chiefly by the unuſual Eaſe 
with which Plantations were brought into 
Order, and rendered good Eſtates to thoſe 


who reſided upon the Iſland. But the 


Point was now to find a good Title, for it 


is very evident, that according to the Law 


of Nations, and the Law of FHollond, | 
theſe two great Brothers, excluſive of their | 


own Intereſt in the Government and im- 
menſe Wealth, had but a very ſandy 


Foundation. When they firſt fettled in 


Tabago, it was under the Protection of 


the Duke of Courland, as I have 
related on the Authority of one of that 


Prince's Miniſters, ſent over to ſo- 
licit Satisfaction; and I am the rather in- 
_ clined to believe the Truth of it, be- 
cauſe in Rechfort's Hiſtory of the Settle- 


ment of Tabago, there is not a Word of 
the Courlanders any more than if there 


had been no ſuch People in the World, or 
as if they had never had any thing to do 

with. Tabago; whence it is very probable 
ODS » that 


Lampfins found an unexpected Diſpoſi- 


1 1 PR 1 


W 


0 


OS | 
that he was not able to give a different 
Account of this Matter, from that which 


the Reader has already received, for o- 


therwiſe he was too intelligent and too 


judicious an Author to omit it. Another 
_ Circumſtance that fortifies greatly this 


Opinion is this, the Iſland of Tabægo lay 


within the Compaſs of the Dutch Mei 


Hidin Company's Charter, and even the 
States-General could not make a valid 


= Grant, ſuppoſing them to have had a 


Title to this Iſland, without the Conſent 
of that Company. But in the Mannet 
this Settlement was originally made, there 
was no Occaſion for any of theſe Forma- 


lities, ſince notwithſtanding the Zealan- 


dis could not poſſeſs: the Iſland in Pro- 
perty without them, yet they might very 


well ſettle there, and acquire what they 


could as Vaſſals to the Duke of Courland, 
with whoſe Diſcoveries and Acquiſitions 
- America the States had nothing to 
How well fatisfied ſoever the Lampſins 
might be with their original Title, while 
their Colony had a Part only; yet now 
they were become Maſters of the whole, 


and in the Space of fix or ſeven Years 


had improved this Country to ſuch a 


Degree, as to receive large Returns from 


D 2 | RN it, 


(36). 
4 It, they were deſirous of ſecuring their 
Intereſt better ; and therefore Mr. Cornelius 
Lampſin, In, Burgo-NMaſter of Fluſbing, and 
perpetual Deputy to the Srares-General 
from the Province of Zealand, having a 
good Intereſt at the Court of France, ari- 
ling from the great Services he had done 
to Tab Crown, procured from Lewis XIV. 
Letters Patents, dated at St. Germains en 
P Aye, in the Month of Auguſt 1662, 
creating him Baron of the Ifand of Ta- 
bago, and Chevalier of the Acolade, with 


all the Privileges of a Baron of France, 


and an Addition to the Arms he had de- 
viſed for that Iſland, of a Eſchutcheon 
of Pretence charged with Flower de Lu- 
ces without number, which Letters Patent 
were verified in Parliament May 25 1663, 
but he did not long outlive the obtaining 


this new Dignity ; which as a late Dutch | 
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Writer very pertinently obſerves, could not 


| derive any ſort of Strength to the Title, 


by which he held that Ifſand, as will alſo IN 


be made more manifeſt from the Sequel. 


It cannot be imagined, that while 1 | 


Dutch were going on triumphantly i 


their Plantation of this Iſland, the Dake a 


ef Courland ſhould be abſolutely paſſive, 
and the Truth is that he was very far 


from being ſoz for on the contrary, he | 


ap- 
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applied himſelf to the States, by his Mi- 


niſters, ſetting forth all the Facts before 
mentioned, and his repeated Applications 
to the Lampfins for the Performance of 
their Promiſe in evacuating his, Fort. But 
finding every thing of this kind vain, and 


beginning to ſuſpect the Validity of his 


own Title, he reſolved to obtain a better, 
by accepting a Grant from the Crown of 
Great-Britain ; and after a Negotiation 


of ſome Months, an Agreement was con- 


cluded in the following Terms : 
BE IT KNoOwN unto all ahi fingu- 
< lar Perſon and Perſons, to whom theſe 


« Preſents ſhall come, that on the 17th 


of the Month of November | in the Year 
© of our Lord 1664, by a double Writing 


of the ſame Tenor and Language, it 
© was agreed between the moſt ſerene 
and moſt potent Prince Charles II. by 


e the Grace of God, King of Great- - 


<©& Britain, France, and Ireland, Defen- 


ce der of the Faith, &c. of the one Part, 
« and the moſt illuſtrious Prince James, | 
e Duke in Livonia of Courland and Semi- 
ee gallia, on the other Part, that the! faid 
© Lord:the King by theſe Preſents, doth 
“give and grant to the ſaid Lord the Duke 
* of Courland, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 


Þ bale Liberty of Trade and Commerce 


3 — : 


4 ) 

<-forſuch Ship psasdo properly belong to him 
* or them, but not ſuch Ships as belong to 
any of his Subjects in any Rivers or Havens 
6 „ within the Dominions of his Majeſty | 
on the Coaſt of Africa, which is called |? 
< = the Name of Guinea, as alſo in any | 
" es ip not exceeding the Value 
* of twelve thouſand Pounds Sterling 
* Yearly, according to the Prices the ſaid |: 
_ « Merchandizes were firſt bought for n 
te thoſe Coaſts and Places from whence | 
te they were exported, together with full 
Liberty to build one or more Ware- | 
6 N or Store-houſes fit for laying up 
“0 Merchandizes, under the Caſtles and 
e Forts which ſhall belong to his ſaid 
80 Majeſty or his Subjects on ice Coaſts, 
4 to hold and enjoy the ſaid Liberties as 
2 as there doth continue Friendſhip, 
bay yo Tag or Underſtanding between 

© the fidKing and the faid Duke; and upon 
s due Conſideration of the Conceflion or 
« Grant, thus made by hisMajeſty, the faid 
Duke of Courland grants and makes over 
e unto his faid Majeſty, his Heirs andSucceſ- 
be ſors, the Fort of St. Andrew in Guinea, 
4, and all other Forts, F ortificatians, and | 
«©. Sconces: there belonging to the ſaid | 
Duke, together with all Guns, Bullets, 
9 d . and other Inſtruments of : 
1 
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: 4h „ War belonging to the ſame or any of 
_ < thoſe Forts. 

AND THE-$41D Duke of Courland 
* doth agree and promiſe for himſelf, his 


Heirs and Succeſſors, that they ſhall 
reſpectively pay to the ſaid Lord the | 
King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, three 


Goods and Merchandizes in Specie, as 
into the Ports of his ſaid Majeſty in 


Guinea, or thence exported as afore- 


ſaid; and that unto ſuch Officer or 
Officers, whom or which his Majeſty, 


his Heirs or Succeſſors, ſhall eſtabliſh or 
depute, for the recoveriug or receiving : 
of the ſaid Cuſtoms or Duties. 
„ AND MOREOVER, his ſaid Majeſty, 
by theſe Preſents, doth give and grant 


to the ſaid Duke of Courland, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, all and every that Iſland 
called Tabago, ſituate above twelve De- 
grees North Latitude and three hun- 


s dred and fixteen Degrees of Longitude, 
e being one of thoſe commonly called 


the Caribbee Iſlands, together with all 
the Lands, Creeks, Rivers, and Profits 
to the ſame belonging, to be held and 


and enjoyed n the 2 5 Protec- 


tion, | 
D 4. — 55 « Pro- 


(49) 5 

4 PRovipeD- always, and under the 
Condition that the ſaid Duke of Cour- 
e lang, his Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall. 
not ſuffer or permit any other whatſo- 
ever, beſides his own Subjects, and 
e the Subjects of the ſaid Lord the King, 
„ his Heirs and Succeſſors, to abide in 
* the ſad Iſland, to ſettle Plantations or 
6e build Houſes ; but the Subjects of the 
4 ſaid Lord the King, his Heirs and 
* Succeſſors, ſhall: be always freely per- 
© mitted to abide in the ſaid Iſland, and 
& to have Plantations and Houſes, and 
to enjoy all ſuch. Privileges, Liberties, : 

. « Immunities,. and Benefits, as any of 
ce the Subjects of the ſaid Duke, his Heirs 
and Shocefiars, ſhall or may have, 
& hold, uſe, or enjoy, without any Con- 
tc tradiction or Oppoſition; neither thall' 
t they be compelled to pay any other 
« Contributions or Impoſitions what- 
ſoever, ſaving ſuch as are neceſſarily 
*% required. for the Defence of the ſaid 
4 land, and equally in the ſame Propor- 
c tion paid by the Subjects of the ſaid Duke. 
% Moreover the ſaid Lord Duke agreeth 
0 and promiſeth, that neither himſelf, his 
« Heirs and Succeſſors, nor any other for 


* the- uſe of him, them, or his Subjects, 


« ſhall export or import, or ſuffer to be 
* exported or imported, any Merchan- 
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N dizes, Goods or Proviſions of 0 | fad 


ce 


Iſland of Tabago, otherwiſe than out 
e of or into ſome Ports belonging to 


England and Courland, or the Ports 


** of the City of Dantzichᷣ᷑. 
 ** MoREoveR, for the Acknowledg- | 


ment that the faid Duke of Courland 
<© doth hold and enjoy the ſaid Ifland of 


Tabago from and under his Majeſty; it is 
further provided and agreed, that when 
* and as often as the ſaid Lord the 
& King, his Heirs or Succeſſors, ſhall ſo 
require it, or when he or they are. 
engaged in a War againſt any other 
King, Prince, or State, except only 


the King of Poland, the Duke of 


 Courland, his Heirs and Succeſſors, at 
© their own proper Coſts and Charges, 


„from Time to Time, ſhall bring, or 
«cauſe to be brought, one good Man 5 


of War furniſhed. with Forty great 


Iron Guns, to ſuch Ports, Station or 


« Place which, his ſaid Majeſty, his Heirs 


« and Succeſſors, ſhall name, into which 
© Ship his Majeſty, his Heirs and Suc- 
e ceſſors, ſhall put Commanders and 


Seamen, and ſupply them with Food 


Ka Wages, under the Conduct and 
at the Expences of the ſaid King, ſo 


a) 
ode 


fe long as the ſaid * ſhall * in his 
5 + of: 
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© of t their RET which at one Time 
„ ſhall never exceed the Limits of a Vear. 


« For the Teſtimony and undoubt- 


ed Confirmation whereof, the | 
«© above- ſaid Parties, namely, 1 
„the moſt Serene and moſt 
*© Potent: King of Great Bri- 


fain; and the moſt Illuſtrious 


* Duke of Courland, have ſet 
their Hands interchangeably to 
the mutual Agreement con- 
* tained and explained in theſe 
Preſents, and moreover have 
applied their Great Seals for the 


cc 


cc 


| £ 


1 
nh 


510 Eſtabliſhment thereof, 


Fe a Darn Time abr this Agreement 


was made, his Britannicł Majeſty, at — 
Requeſt of the Duke of Courland, gav 

Notice of it by his Miniſter at the 5 

to the States, At that Time there was a 


great Miſintelligence between the Mari- 


time Powers, and Things, were haſtehing 
to a War, which not long after broke out. 
We need not wonder therefore, that 
Mr. Adrian Lampjin, one of the Diret- | 

. ors of the Eaſt India Company for the | 
Chamber of Middleburgb, and a Perfon 
of great Intereſt at that time, was en- 
n to treat this Grant in Favour - 
| ao. 
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the Duke of Courland as invaliit ute 
Pretence he knew of no Right the Crown 
of Great Britain had to the Iſland there- 


in mentioned. This Gentleman, how. 
ever, was ſo conſcious of the Defect in 


bis own Title, that he thought proper to 
apply himſelf to the Dutch Weſt Tudia 


Company, and to procure a Conceſſion 
from them in his Favour. He ſoon after 


fent over Mr. Hubert de Beveren, with the 
Approbation of the States, in Quality of 


Governor, and began to provide in the 
beſt Manner poſſible for the Security of 


| tis new Settlement. 


It muſt be acknowledged, to the Ho- 


nour of the Zealanders, who were em 
ployed in the Plantation of Tabago, that 


they exerted themſelves with a Zeal and 
Piligence truly worthy of Applauſe; and 


in the Space of a very ſew Years rendered 


this one of the fineſt, and moſt flouriſh- 


ing Colonies in the Weſt Indies, They 
made Choice of a very convenient Spot 
of Ground lying on one Side of a fair 
Port, to which they gave the Name of 
5 Lampfin's Bay, to lay out a very neat 
| Town, in which there was one handſome 
broad Street of very good Houſes, with a 
very beautiful Church, and other publick 
Egcdifices, and towards the Sea 4 Li 


ine of 


large 
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large well built e with conve- 
nient Wharfs, and whatever elſe might 


contribute to render. it a Place commodi- 
ous for Trade, Upon an adjacent Emi- 
nence, at a very ſmall Diſtance from the 
Town, they likewiſe erected a ſtrong and 
f regular Fortreſs called Lampſinburg h. 


Within this Fort was a convenient Houſe 


for the Governor, and very good Apart- 
ments for the Officers and Soldiers of tlie 
_ Garriſon, as alſo a compleat Arſenal well 


farniſhed with Arms and Ammunition, 


Tt was defended by four ſtrong Baſtions 
covered with heavy Braſs Cannon, and 
from the Advantage of its Situation com- 
manded equally the Country, the Town, 
and the Bay, _ 
They built likewiſe Fort Beveren upon 
a a ſteep Rock, which was on all Sides in- 
acceſſible, fronting towards the Sea one | 
Way, and towards a pleaſant River on 
the other. The Rock itſelf was ſo hard, 
that there was no Danger of Mining, and 
the ſingle Entrance to it was ſo narrow, 
that only one Man could paſs through at a 
Time. Immediately under the Guns of 
this Fortreſs there was a long narrow 
Peninſula, upon which they likewiſe erect- 


ed a Town, to which they gave the 


| Name of New Flying, This was con- 
ſidered 
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ſidered as a Place of very great Impor- 


tance, chiefly from its Situation, by which 


it was rendered in a Manner impregna- 


ble, at leaſt while ſupplied with Proviſi- 
ons, and againſt an Enemy not able to 


remain there long * to reduce it by 
Blockade. 


But beſides theſe two Forts, which 


were chiefly calculated for the Defence 
of the new Colony againſt Europeans, 
they built a third called Bellwifte, which 
was no more than a Redoubt, fo fituated 
as to command two Points, upon which 


the Savages were molt likely to land; and 


conſequently they were by this Means 
ſecured againſt any ſudden Attempts of 
| theirs. In Conſequence of theſe Precau- 


tions, the Inhabitants quickly extended 


their Improvements in a ſurprizing Man- 
ner, and began to undertake at once, 
tho' in different Places, and according as 
the Quality of the Soil and Rivers direct- 


ed, all the Methods uſually employed to 


render the ſeveral Iſlands in America be- 


neficial to their Mother Countries. In 


ſhort, they cultivated Tobacco with great 
Succeſs in ſome Places, in others they 
planted conſiderable Quantities of Indigo. 
Not to dwell too long upon this Subject, 
let it ſuffice to obſerve, that by nba. 


ing : 


ay : 
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ing a wiſe civil Government, indepeti= 
dent of the military, and ſending over 
| ſeveral pious and prudent Miniſters who 
kept up ſtrict Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
which prevented Idleneſs and Luxury, 
Tabago was ſo. well ſettled: before the 
firſt Dutch War broke out, as to have 
upon it twelve hundred white Inhabi- 
tants, and excluſive of all the Improves 
ments beforementioned, fix large Sugar- 
Plantations, and a conſiderable Number 
of Ships belonging to the Inhabitants, 
excluſive of thoſe employed in Trade 
with them from Holland. | 
In the firſt Dutch War, the new Co- 
lony of Tabago eſcaped pretty well at the 
Beginning, but in the laſt Year of it, 
1666, they had their Share, for the 
En 94505 in a great Meaſure ruined that 
and all the other Durch Iſlands, for Want 
of ſufficient Force to protect then; the 
Dutch Fleet, under Commodore Krynſen, 
being employed upon the Coaſt of the 
Continent, where he made himſelf Maſ- 
ter of Surinam, the laſt Remains of 
the ſeveral Voyages and Diſcoveries made 
in conſequence of Sir Walter | Raleigh's 
famous Expedition to Guiana. But the 
Stream afterwards turned, the Dutch 
Amiga * in es with N 
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Commodore Krynſen, recovered the Iſland 
of Tabago, and did a great deal of Miſ- 
chief upon the Coaſt of Virginia. In 
March 1667, Sir fFobn Harman was ſent 
with a Squadron of twelve Men of War 
to redreſs theſe Miſchiefs. He perform 
ed all that he was ſent for, and effectual- 
ly cleared the Seas of French and Dutch 
Rovers; yet he had not been long there, 
before he found himſelf puſhed by a 
ſuperior Force. 'The Dutch Commodore 
 Krynſen, having embarked on Board his 
Squadron thirteen hundred Land Troops, 
failed to Martinico, where he joined Mon- 
ſieur de la Bure, who commanded all the 
Forces of the French King in thoſe 
Parts. Their Fleet, after this Conjunction, 
cConſiſted of two and twenty Sail of ſtout 
Ships, with which they went to ſeek the 
Engliſb Squadron upon the Coaſt of Saint 
Chbriſtophers. On the 1oth of May 1667, 
= an Engagement enſued, which laſted 
with great Vigour for above three Hours, 
in which the Eng/fp, notwithſtanding 
the ſuperior Force of the Enemy, ob- 


_ tained a compleat Victory. The Dutch 


_ Hiſtorians ſay, that had it not been for 
the Courage and Conduct of the Officers 
of their Fleet, the French Admiral had 
been taken; and on the other hand it is 
5 „ 


| - a0 

certain, that 1 Officers were ſo ill ſx 
tisfied with the Behaviour of the French, 
that they quitted them upon their Nan 5 
to St. Chriſtophers. The Engliſh Ad- 


miral with his Fleet came ſoon after thi- 


ther, burnt the French Admiral and ſix 
or ſeven Ships in the Harbour, and either 
ſank himſelf, or obliged the French to 
ſink the reſt of the Ships that were there 
except two, and this with the Loſs only 
of eighty Men. Figs) E 
It is proper that the Reader ſhould obs 
ſerve, the French and Dutch were here 
on the fame Side, and Friends to each 
other, tho' both Enemies to us; he will 
likewiſe pleaſe to obſerye, that it was | 
the Aſſiſtance of the French Fleet, that 
Jabago was recovered by the Dutch; ſo 
that at this time, wherever the true Title 
lay, there was no Diſpute whatever be- 
| tween the Dutch and French, but the 
latter ſeemed to conſider the former "i 
the right Owners of the Iſland, or at leaſt 


| treated them as if they were ſo. Before | 
J quit this Point, it may be alſo proper 


to mention, that during this ſhort War, 
we were taught by Experience of how 

great Conſequence i it was not to have the 
Iſland of Tabago in an Enemy's Haad, for 
in the Space of four Tears ſeveral hundred 

ops 
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| Ships were taken in the et- Indies and 


_ 


carried into ſome of the Ports in Tabago; 
thither the Dutch and French Fleets failed 


. Whenever they had occaſion to join, or 


found themſelves diſtreſſed by our Naval 
Force; and the Opportunity they had 
of forming their Fleets in theſe convenient 
Harbours, and then falling unexpectedly 


upon the adjacent Engliſb Settlements, put 
the Nation to a conſtant - and a vaſt Ex- 
pence, in keeping a Squadron either at St. 


_ Chriſtophers or Nevis, to prevent the Loſs 


of ſome, if not of all our Leeward Iſlands, 


' which if that Precaution had been ne- 


1 glected, or any of our Officers had failed 
in doing their Duty, would have been a 


thing inevitable. 


for as it was a thing impoſſible to be ex- 


y the Peace of Breda, the Iland of 
Tabago was left to the Dutch by Chance; 


actly informed of the Events of the War 


in America, at the time the Peace was 


ſigned in Europe, the States General pro- 
poſed to King Charles the ſecond two 


Expedients, and left them to his Majeſty's 
Option, vig. whether he would conſent 


that all things ſhould be reſtored to the 
State they were in at the breaking out 
of the War, or whether both Parties 
| ſhould keep what they were in poſſeſ- 


E 


ſion 


TE 


ſion of May 20th 1667, and only reſtore 
what ſhould appear to have been taken 


after that Date. The King made choice 


of the latter, by which we were in ſome: 


reſpects Gainers, and in others Loſers ; 
for by this means the Iſland of Poleron- 


in the Eoft-Indies was left to the Dutch, 


Surinam our old Colony was reſtored 


to them, becauſe recovered by us out of 
their Hands after the time before - men- 
tioned, and they likewiſe kept Tabugo 


becau 10 they happened to recover it desde : 


| that time; but then the New Netherlands, 
ſince called New York, was left to us, 
and proved, as all the World knows, = 
very valuable Acquifition, if that Ex- 
preſſion be proper in reſpect: to a Country 
that belonged to us of right; and of 


which we were deprived: in thoſe times 


of Conſuſion, which were fo exceed- 
; ingly fatal both to our Domeſtick and: 
Foreign Intereſt. 


In, the next War that W out in 


1672, the Face of Affairs was very much. 
changed, for now the Engliſb and French 
actect in Conjunction againſt the Durch, 

and as the former could not but fender N 
how much they had ſuffered from this 


new Colony, they took care to pay it 
an early * With a Toperior Force. It 


Was 2B 
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Was for this Purpoſe 05 Sir Tobias | 


| ridges . aving taken LS egiment on 
oard: at Barbados, 5 0 a Deſcent upon 
Har hundred Pris 
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haviour of r. French-in two 8ea-Fights, 
and their having privately made an Offer 
to the States of treating ſeperately 1 them- 
ſelves. By this Peace, which was con- 
Medadon of the Spa- 
iſh. Ambailador, Feb. 9th. 1674- 5, all 


Places taken on both Sides were reſtored, 


and it is worthy of Notice, that none 
the Places a 5 either by the 7. 9 


* r us were diſmantled or N but 


Ez 5 given. 
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given up in good Condition, and that with 
reat Chearfulneſs and Cordiality on both 
fides; for the Maritime Powers began 
now to open their Eyes, and to fee clearly 
that they had been doing other Peoples 
Buſineſs at their own Expence, and that 
while they were weakening each others 
Naval Force in Diſputes that had been 
artfully kept up by thoſe, who notwith- 
ſtanding they had drawn their Swords on 
both ſides, had ſhewn no great Diſpoſi- 
tion to fighting on either. But tho” this 
Peace luckily intervened for the Preſer- 
vation of the Maritime Powers, which 
otherwiſe in a few Years muſt have to- 
tally exhauſted each other, yet fo long 
the War had laſted, that the French were 
become a Maritime Power in the mean 
time, and in a Condition to exert all that 
Reſentment which they had conceived 
againſt the Dutch, for their Loſſes i in the 


13 Weſt- Indies, 


The Dutch on the other band after con- 
cluding a Peace with England, began to 
think of availing themſelves of their ma- 
ritime Power in America; and having long 

regretted the Loſs of Brazil, as well as 
being thoroughly ſenſible of the Advan- 
tages derived to them from the Plantation 

2 of Ti hago, which was now become gr 

7 | mo 
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moſt confiderable. Place by them roſleſſed. 


in that part of the World, they formed 


a Project of making themſelves Maſters of 
the Iſland of Cayenne. It was not indeed 


a Place of any mighty Advantage to the 


French, which made the Dutch hope that 


it might poſſibly be left to them upon the 
Concluſion of a Peace; and not only the 


Fertility of the Iſle itſelf, but its lying. 
{o conveniently in reſpect to their new 
acquired Country of Surinam, made it a 


very deſirable Object. We have ſeen 


what the Views were of both Powers, for 


the Accompliſhment of which, they began 
| to prepare about the ſame time; but the 
Dutch, who at that time were certainly 5 


the moſt expeditious People in the World 
in their Equipments, got their Squadron 


firſt ready to fail, which was put under 


the Command of one of the moſt famous 
Seamen in the Service of the States, James 
Binkes Admiral of Zealand, who weighed 
Anchor on the 16th of March 1676, 


and meeting with no Interruption, arrived 


before the Iſland of Cayenne on the 4th 
of May following. | 

This Dutch Admiral was equally fa- | 
mous for uſing his Head and his Hands; 
he underſtood hisTrade perſectly well, and 
with a very good military Genius had ſo 

i E 3 quick 


3 
quick and lively a Courage, that he exe- 
cuted without Loſs of Time the Schemes 
that he formed, almoſt at firſt Sight. 
As ſoon therefore as he perceived that 
there was no great Difficulty in landing, he 
debarked all the Forces that he had on 
board, amounting to eleyen hundred Men, 
and having directed his People to begin 
with plundering the Plantations, as if he 


had meant nothing more than to make : 
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| the beſt Booty he could, he prevented 
the French from diſcovering his real De- 

ſign, and when they leaſt expected it, 

attacked the Fort, which he carried in 
pri Art. r nnn Ys 1 If 

| the Space of three Hours, | making the 


Governor and his Garriſon Priſoners of 
War. By this means he became Maſter. 
of the whole Iſland, and having left a 
ſufficient Garriſon, failed for the Antilles, 
where, on the firſt of Fune, he ſarprized 
the Iſland of Marigalante, and ſoon af- 
ter made a very briſk Attempt upon 
| Guadalupe, but finding the French too 
© ſtrong there, he re-imbarked his Forces; 
and on the 23d of the ſame Month made 
a Deſcent on the Iſland of St. Martin, 
and having plundered it of every thing 
Ihe French, ſurprized and exaſperated 
ED 
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Count d Eſtrees with a Squadron of ten 
Men of War and Frigates, with Orders 
to retake the Iſland of Cayenne, and then 
to proſecute the firſt Deſign of attacking 
Tabago, The Count failed from Breſt in 
the Month of Ofober, and arrived at 
Cayenne about the middle of December 
following, where having landed his Forces 
and ſummoned the Dutch Governor, he 
received a very ſtout Anſwer. But the 
Defence was not ſuitable to their Promite 
of defending the Place to the laſt Extre- 
mity, for after ſuſtaining one Attack, in 
which they loſt but thirty-eight Men, 
the Dutch Governor ſurrendered himſelf 
and his Garriſon Priſoners of War. The 
Count frees, fluſhed with this Succeſs, 
pftoſecuted his Expedition, recovered the 
ſland of Marigalante, and then failed to 
Marlinico, where having re fitted and rein- 
forced his Squadron, he reſolved to proceed 
to Tabago, where the Dutch Admiral ſtill 
remained, and had provided with great 
Induſtry, to afford him a good Re- 


ceptian. . „ HE TT 

Admiral Binkes, foreſeeing that the 

| French would make their utmoſt Efforts 

to diſpoſſeſs his Countrymen of that im 

ortant Iſland, burnt the Houſes that were 

in the Neighbourhood of the Fort, to 
,, _ © Move. 
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prevent the Enemy 8 . in them, 
ranged a ſufficient Number of Barrels 
filled with Earth upon the Ramparts, 


and erected five new Batteries for its 


Defence; he imagined that the French 
could hardly hope to force an Entrance 
into the Bay, where he had ten large 
Ships, three Frigates, and a Fire-ſhip ; 
but however, that he might be ſecure at 
all Events, he conffructed ſeveral Batte- 
ries even with the Water's Edge for the 
Protection of the Port, and theſe Diſpa- 
ſitions made, he waited the Arrival of 
the Enemy. The Count d'Fftrees an- 
chored before Tabago February 15th 
1677, and having conſidered the Prepara- 
tions the Dutch had made for his Recep- 
tion, reſolved firſt to make a Deſcent, 
and then; a general Attack by Land and Ty: 
Sea, in order to decide the Fate of the 
Iſland at once. 
PD pon the third of March, which bags 
pened that Year to be Good-Priday, the 
Count 4 Eſtrees began with great Fury the 
Attack on all Sides, and both the French 
and the Dutch behaved as well as it was 
poſſible for Men to do. The Place 
where the Ships were engaged afforded 
them ſo little Room, that it was almoſt 
from the . Beginning a cloſeFight, "Im 
rm. 
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Arm to Yard- Arm; at leng th the Count 
T'Eftrees in his own Ship 55 bore along 
thro' the Fire of the Dutch Veſſels, the 
Fort and the Batteries upon the Shore, 
boarded the Rear-Admiral, took her, and 
ſoon after another Ship of the ſame Size. 

A large French Man of War bearing down 
upon Admiral Binkes with all her Sail 
ſet, the Dutchman had the Addreſs to 
tack at the very Inſtant ſhe came down, 
and giving her a Broadſide as ſhe paſſed, 
ſaw her at once on Shore and on Fire; 
but his Satisfaction was of very ſhort 
Duration, for not believing that the French 
would have attacked him in the Port, 
he put the Women, the Children, and 
Slaves on board two Flutes that were 
anchored in the Rear of the Fleet, be- 
tween which Flutes the French Man of 
War fell, and all three conſumed toge- 
ther. As for the French Troops on ſhore, 
they had Orders from the Count not to at- 
tack the Fort till they ſaw him engaged, 
upon a Preſumption that Admiral Brinkes 
might find it neceſſary to withdraw Part 
of the Garriſon. However the Officer 
who commanded them advancing under 
the Cover -of a Wood, believing he had 
a fair Opportunity of ſurprizing them, 
ventured to exceed his Orders, and began 


the 
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the Attack before 2 Fleets were en- 
gaged. The Paliſades before the Fort 
taking up a good deal of Room, the 
. Dutch were inclined to abandon them, 
but the French Refugees who had 
taken Shelter amongſt them, perſuaded 
| Degen, 


them to drop that and 18 Re- 


ception the French met with was ſo ver 


warm, that they were ſoon glad to re- 


tire, leaving their Scaling-Ladders, all 
blheir other Utenſils, and the beſt of their 


Officers behind them; ſo that here they 
failed abſolutely, _ 
The Sea-Fight continued, mill mh. 

great Vigour; but at laſt the Count 

2 trees having loſt his own fine Ship, 

himſelf wounded in the Head and 

TH” took Advantage of the Night and 
' wore out of the Port as well as he could, 
having had two Ships burnt, two taken, 
and two diſmaſted; the Du7ch on their 

Side had three Veſſels ſunk, and ten 

burnt, but of theſe only five were 
Men of War ; - as to Soldier and Sea- 
men, both Sides loſt a great many. The 
French, by a Logick peculiar to their 
8 Schools, „ this to be a Victory, 


and made Bonfires for it at Paris; the 


States General pretended to the Victory 
5 foo, but without making wy Rejoicings. 
This 
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This Action however gave occaſion 0 


a very high Act of Juſtice. There was 
was one Captain Bont, who forgot his 
Duty ſo far as to leave Admiral Binies 
when he was in the greateſt Danger, 
for which he was ſentenced to loſe his 


Head, and this was executed in the great 
Court before the College of Admiralty - 
in Amſterdam ; which neceſſary Severity 


for the Preſervation of Naval Diſcipline, 
a'Thing of ſuch high Conſequence to a 

Maritime Power, was univerſally com- 
mended, tho' the Dutch Populace are, 

1 generally if (ſpeaking, averſe to ſuch Pro- 

| ceedings. V2 


The Count 4 Eftrees » was very well 


received in France, tho he brought back 
with him only four of his Ships 
in no very good Condition; ff 
was the Court from being inclined to 


d thoſe 
y, ſo far 


defiſt from its firſt Deſign on the Score 
of this Diſappointment, that in little 


more than thirteen Wee'ss a new Squa- 


dron was drawn together, conſiſting of 


eight Sail of large Men of War, and as 
many Frigates, well ſupplied with every 
thing neceſſary for the Accompliſhment of 
chat Project in which he had failed be- 
fore. The Count 4 Eſrees failed with 
the firſt fair Wind, and October 3oth 


1677, 
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1677, came before the Dutch Fort at 
Goeree upon the Coaſt of Guinea, which 
he ſummoned; the Dutch Governor an- 
ſwered, that be was not unacquainted with 
the Character of the Count 4 Eſtrees, 
and that he would endeavour to merit 
the Eſteem of ſo brave a Man by making 
a good Defence. The Count judged 
from this Compliment that the Man was 

in earneſt, and that nothing was to be 


done but by Force. He therefore firſt 


blocked up the Place by Sea, and 
then landed four hundred and fifty Men, 
and ſixty Grenadiers, under the Com- 
mand of the Marquis de Grandcey, who 
| ſtormed the Lower Fort, of which they 
quickly became Maſters; but the Upper 
was defenggd with great Obſtinacy, till 
at length Thro' the Want of Amunition, 
the Dutch Governor was forced to ſur- 
render, when the French having burnt. 
both Forts, and all the Houſes upon the 
Illand, put every thing of Value that fell 
into their Hands on board their F leet, 
and then failed for Barbadoes, where they 


arrived on the firſt of December follow 


ing, expecting to meet with a Re- 
; inforcement from Martinico, which ac- 
cordingly arrived in a few Days, and 
thereby pat him in a Condition to carry 

into 
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into their utmoſt Extent the Execution 
of the Orders received. 
The Count 4 Eftrees ſuffered no Time 
to be loſt, but on the ſeventh of the 
fame Month preſented himſelf before the 
Iſland of Tabago. The very next Night 
he landed five hundred Men under the 
Count de Blenac, Governor of the French 
Iſlands in America, the next Day he land- 
ed a thouſand more, and on the tenth 
both theſe Bodies arrived within ſix hun- 
dred Paces of the Fort they were to at- 
tack, General Binkes was in the Place, 
having made all the Diſpoſitions neceſ- 
fary for a vigorous Defence, expecting 
every Hour the Arrival of a Dutch Fleet 
chat he knew had been equipped for his 
Relief, upon the firſt Advice of the French 
Squadron s being failed for America. 
The Count 4 Eſirces having made his 
Approaches on the eleventh, and finding 
by the prodigious Fire from the Place 
that they were in no Want of Ammuniti- 
on, he reſolved to try what might be done 
by: a Bombardment. It fell out very un- 
luckily for the Durch, that the third 
Bomb he fired fell into their great Maga- 
Zine of Powder, which blew up inſtant- 
I ly with all the Places about it. General 
125 Binkes and all the Officers, except one 
Captain 
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gn Donge, periſhed by this fatal 


Blow. The French, reſolved to make 
uſe. of the Advantage which the Diſorder 


occaſioned by this Accident afforded, ad- 


vanced immediately to ſtorm the F. ort, 


which ſurrendered at Diſcretion. The 
Remains of the Garriſon, conſiſting of 
about three hundred Men, were made 
Priſoners of War; all the Ships. in the 
Port fell likewiſe i into their Hands ; and 


having deſtroyed the Fortreſſes, and burnt 
all the Houſes in the Illand, the Count 


4 Eftrees failed from thence with a great 


Booty and a vaſt Number of Priſoners, 


3 4 + 2 


on. the 27th of December 1677, having 


fully executed his Commiſſion. The 


Priſoners were ſoon after ſent into Hol: 


land, and the States ſhewed a very ſen« 
üble Concern for a Stroke of ſuch Im. 
portance, as deprived them at once of a 


9 Iſland, a flouriſbing Colony, and 


i 2 gallant Officer, whoſe. great Abilities 


and eminent Services made him infinite- 


ly regretted, 


If we may depend upon. the Account 
given of this Matter. by the Duke of 


 Cturland's Miniſter, the French Mer- 


chants immediately made an Application 


for Leave to ſettle the Iſland of Tabago; 
La that Miniſter aſſures us that Lewis 


XIV. 


(6) 
XIV. abſolutely rejected that Propoti= 
tion, and declared he looked upon it as 


belonging to a neutral Prince, who, as 


he had not any Share in the Quarrel, ought 
by no Means to ſaffer through its Event. 


The Dutch indeed give quite another 
Turn to this Affair, and affirm that the 
Iſland was reftored to them by Virtue 


of the Vth Article of the Treaty of Ni- 


meguen; which is conceived however on- 
ly in general Terms, and without any 
Mention of this, or indeed any other 


3 Place. But let that Clauſe be taken in 
what Senſe it will, it can amount to 


no more than a Reſtitution of the Iſland; 


to the Dutch by the French in the Si- 


muation it was, I mean in reſpect to Title 
before the Commencement of the War; 
yet as this is a Matter of ſome Conſe- 
quence, and will not perhaps be very 
clear to every Reader, it may not be 


. to explain it. 


We have before ſhewn, that the Dif. 
__ between the Duke of Churland and 
the Dutch commenced in the Year 1658, 
near ſeven Years before the War broke: 


out between Great-Britain and Holland. 
Our taking therefore this Iſland from the 


Dutch, ſuppoſing it had remained in our 


Hands, as it muſt have _ if the Dutch 
had 


I 064 . 
had recovered: it after the Time ſtipulat- 
ed in the Treaty of Breda, would no 
way have affected that Diſpute; and con- 
ſequently the Reſtitution, by the Treaty 


of Breda, could as little affect it, In 
like manner, the Reſtitution of J. 2645 0, 


be Af e of ee of V. 


meguen, makes 'no. Acceſſion, of Title to 


the Dutch, but frees them only from any 
Claim the Crown of France might ſer 
up in virtue of their Congueſt. If this 
was to be any otherwiſe underſtood, it 
would lead to manifeſt Injuſtice and 

Abſurdity ; to manifeſt Injuſtice, be- 
cauſe it is ſuppoſed that the Rights of 
a third Perſon may be taken àway, with- 
out any Deciſion by a competent Judge; 
to manifeſt Abſurdity, hav in this 

_ Caſe we ſhould maintain that more might 

be got by loſing, than by keeping an. 


land; for it is univerſally agreed, that a 


violent Poſſeſſion cannot confer Right, 
and therefore the Loſs of this Poſſeſſion, 
and the Recovery of it again, cannot any 
way operate to this Purpoſe. But it 
may be ſaid that all Reſtitutions have a 
Meaning, which is allowed, and the 
Meaning in this Caſe is very plain. 
Conqueſt confers a Right, that is, the 
dee 8 a good Title ** by: 
44. 8 | 8 
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the Conquered, and this Title he relin- 
quiſhes when he ſtipulates a Reſtitution. 
But Conqueſt gives no Right againſt a 
third Party, that is, neither Great-Bri- 
train nor France, by becoming Maſters of 
Jabago, could defeat the Title of the * 
Duke of Courland, and conſequently their 
Reſtitutions could as little affect his Title. 
They did indeed bar their Pretenſions 
from Conqueſt againſt the Dutch, and 
nothing more. All this is fo agreeable to 
Reaſon and good Senſe, as well as ſtrongly 
founded in the Principles of the Law of 


5 Nations, that nothing can be plainer. 


3 his, as it was a Thing clear in itſelf, 
was underſtood to be the Senſe of the 


Matter at that Time; for the Duke of 


 Courland, as ſoon as be found the Duzch 
were driven out, and the Iſland open again, 
applied himſelf to King Charles II. in 


order to have the Benefit of his Grant ; - 


and accordingly that Monarch directed an 


Order to Sir Fonathan Atkins, Governor 
of Barbadoes, dated Fanuary 19 1680, 


directing him not only to permit and ſuffer. 
the Commanders and Officers of the Ships 
the Duke was then ſending, to furniſh 
themſelves with any thing they might 
want; but alſo to aid and aſſiſt them with 
his {Authority whenever there ſhould be 


* Occa- 
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Occaſion. But by the way, it muſt be 
obſerved, that though this was the firſt 
Letter the Governor of Barbadbes receiv- 


ed, or that had any Effect; yet it was 


not the firſt applied for by the Duke, or 
written by the King. For ſometime be- . 
fore this his Serene Highneſs had fitted 
out a Ship called the Pb. Pot, with 
every thing neceſſary for ſettling a Plan- 
tation, under the Command of one Cap- 
tain Nagel, who had the like Letters 
from his Britannick Majeſty ; but that 
Captain betrayed the Ship and Cargo in- 
to the Hands of the A/gerines, which made 
a ſecond Application neceſſary. Before 
te Arrival of his Highneſs's Ships, Sir 
| ger. Atkins was removed, but his 
Succeſſor Sir Richard Dutton, in Obe- 
dience to the King's Orders, gave what 
Aſſiſtance was demanded, or was in his 
Power; in Conſequence of which, the 
Duke's Governor landed upon, and once 
more took Poſſeſſion of the Iſland. In 
the Year 1681, his Highneſs entered in- 
to a Contract with one Captain Points, 
who undertook to form a Company for 
the Eſtabliſhment of this Ifland ; ; and to 


bim and his Company the Duke granted 
120,000 Acres of Land, upon very ad- 


ves 888 Sy but for any T bing 
ons 


1 ( 67) 
that appears, this Contract was never 
carried into Execution, but the Ifland 
has remained ever fince in much the ſame 
Condition as before, either the Courlanders 
or the Dutch ſettled upon it; that is, open 
to the Ships of every European Nation. 


When one conſiders how valuable 


Place this Iſland is in itſelf, and how much 
more ſo from the Conveniency of Situa- 
tion for the carry ing on of that Trade, i 
eſpecially which has been eſteemed the 
moſt beneficial in the NVeſt- dies; it 
appears to be a Thing extremely difficult 


to account for its being left in this deſon- 


late and abandoned Condition, when ſo 
much Pains has been taken for the ſettling 
and improving Places of far leſs Value 
and Significance, except from the Conſi- 


Aeration of this perplexed and embarraſſed 


Title, which has but lately been cleared 
up by the failing of the Succeſſion of the 
Houſe of Kettler, as Dukes of Courland, 
by which the Property and Poſſeſſion of 
the Iſland indubitably reverts to the 
Cron of Great-Britain, to which the 
abſolute Sovereignty always belonged, 
and which, if it had not been apparent 
and inconteſtable, no Reaſon can poſſibly 
de affigned, why the Duke of Courland 
Tos £3 wn 8 ſhould 
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ſhould ſubmit to take a Grant of that 
| Iſland from King Charles II. in the Man- 
ner beforementioned. 
It is no kind of Objection to this that 
Mr. Cornelius Lampſin procured himſelf 
to be created Baron of Tabago, by Lewis 


XIV. for that could be only to intitle 


himſelf, his Deſcendants, and thoſe who 
ſettled under their Auſpice i in T, abago, to 
certain Privileges in France, as the Dutch 
Writers themſelves have very well obſery- 
ed. For had it been otherwiſe, this would : 
have been to all Intents and Purpoſes a 
N Settlement, and inſtead of deſtroy- 
as the Count D'Efrees did, ſo fair 
1 flouriſhing Colony in 1677, he would 
have ſummoned the Inhabitants to have 
returned to the Obedience of their So- 
vereign, and upon their ſo doing, would 
have protected them againſt the Reſent- 


ment of the Republick. At this Time 


therefore, it is moſt evident, that the 

French had not the leaſt Notion of any 
other Claim to this Iſland, than what 
aroſe from Conqueſt, and which was ren- 

dered void by the Treaty of Nimeguen, 

and by all the Treaties that have been 

| fince founded upon it. 


Be. 


(69 ) 


But this Matter might be ſtill carried 


much farther, by ſhewing that the moſt 
learned and intelligent of the French Wri- 


ters have been always ignorant of any ſuch 
Title being ſo much as pretended; and 


have on the contrary, upon numberleſs 
occaſions, acknowledged this Ifland did 
not belong to their Crown; and have even 


vindicated our Claim in the cleareſt man- 


ner poſſible; which whoever conſiders 
the State of the Preſs in France, and with 
what Care and Diligence every thing of 
this kind is examined before it is permitted 
to become publick, muſt appear an Ar- 


gument of very great weight. 


It would be at once both ions and 5 


uſeleſs to cite a great Number of Inſtan- 


ces upon this Subject, and therefore a few 
; only ſhall ſuffice. The firſt I ſhall men- 
tion is, Methode pour apprendre facilemens 
ta Geographie, by Mr. Robbe, written for 


the Uſe and Ae ia to the Duke 4 
Maine, the legitimated Son of Lewis XIV. 
In this Method of learning Geography 

eaſily, there is a Table of the Iſlands call- 

ed Caribbees, in which eleven are ſaid to 


belong to the French, but Tabago is not of 


that Number. In the Dictionaire uni- 


werſel de Commerce, by Mr. James Savary, 


1 a moſt 
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a moſt uſeful and accurate Work, com- 
piled, as the hiſtorical Preface tells us, by 
the Direction and under the Eye of the 


French Miniſtry, the Antilles belonging 
to France are reckoned to have been fen 


before the Peace of Utrecht, by which the 
 Moiety of St. Chriſtophers was yielded to 
the Engliſb, and yet Tabago is not amongſt | 
the Number. This is a very conſiderable 
as well as a very modern Authority; but 
I will produce one ſtill later, and at the ä 
ſame time no leſs authentick. 
In Dr LISLE's Atlas ind in 1733, 
there is a very elegant Chart, which bears 
the following Title, Carte des Antilles 
| Francoiſes, er des Thtes Vaiſnes, Dreſſee ſur 
les Memoires Manufcrits de Monſ. Petit, 
Ingenieur du. Roy, et ſur quelques Obſerea- 2 
_ -rzons par Guillaume de Liſie, de Academie 
Royale des Sciences, et premier Geographe 
du Roy; that is, A Chart of the French 
e Antilles, and of the neighbouring Iſlands, 
< drawn according to the Manuſcript Me. 
< moirs of Mr. Petit, the King's Engi- 
© neer, as alſo upon other Obſervations, 
« by William de Lifle, of the Academy 2 
Royal of Sciences, and firſt Geogra- 
© pher to the King.” Now in this Chart 
1 ſo falls out, that che Iſland of * 


* 


ft). 
does not ſo much as make its Appearance; 
ſo that as far as theſe two learned Perſons 


knew any thing of the Matter, (and I pre- 
ſume that in Matters of this Nature, their 
Reputations are at leaſt as good as thoſe of 
any Men in France) Jabago is ſo far from 
being one of the French Antilles, that it is 


not ſo much as in their Neighbourhood; 


which appears ſtill more clearly by the 


giving a Place to Barbadbes in this Map, 
as ſuppoſing no other Boundary neceſſary. 
But I muſt not part with this valuable 


Authority ſo eaſily ; it contains ſtill more 
to my Purpoſe: Indeed ſo much to my 

Purpoſe, that I think myſelf obliged to 
give the original French, that I may not 
be ſuſpected of having added or diminiſh- 


ed any thing to bring it to my Senſe. On 


the Right Hand Corner of this Map ſtands 


| the owing Remark, 


Les Antilles Francoiſes ſont la Marti- 
* * nique, la Guadeloupe ou la grand Terre, 
© partie de Saint Martin, la Defirade, 
* Marie Galante, Sainte Lucie ou Sainte 
« Aloufie, Grenade, Saint Barthelemi, Sainte 
Croix, et les Saintes. La Martinique 
E eſt le plus conſiderable de toutes, et la 
Pemeure de Goyerneur des Antilles © 
bu Francaiſe. Elle eſt fituce ſous le 25 
$a 5 be Pee 
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"i e Degre 5 Min. de Lat. Sept. et peut avoir _ 


45 4 50 Lieves de tour. Les Francois 


e commeticerent A l' habiter 1' an 163 3 
et y ſont aujourdhui au nombre de plus 
de 15 mille. Cette lle auſſi bien que 
. * le Guadeloupe produit d excellent Sucre, 
de l' Indigo, et du Tabac. L' autre 
„ Moitic de l' Ile Saint Martin apartient 
aux Hollandois. La Defirade' n'a rien 
de conſiderable. Marie Galante au Sud 
de la Guadeloupe eſt entrecoupee de pe- 
t tites Montagnes, et produit beaucoup 
« de Tabac. Sainte Lucie fut habitee en 
1650, la Grenade en 1652, Sainte Croix 
«en 16 50, les Saintes en 1648. Toutes 
* ces Iles s' appelent de Barlovento. 


Les Iles Angloiſes ſont Banhadoes, 


40 Antigua, Barbuda, Anguilla, Nevis, 
£ © Montſerrat, TA 3A O, et Saint Chri- 


e tophe. La lus odnfideratile eſt Barba- 


0 does, fituee a 14 Deg. de Lat. Sept. au | 
46 * Sud-cſt de la Martinique.” 


In Engliſb thus: The French . Antilles - 


dare Martinico, Guadaloupe,'or the Great 
Dan part of St. Martin's, Defirada, 
Marygallant, St. Lucia, or St. Alouiſia, 


“ Grenada, St. Bartholomew, the Holy Croſs 


« and the Baints (three ſmall Iſlands ſo ä 
called) near Martinico; this laſt men- 


« tioned 


e tioned Ifland is os moſt. conſiderable $92 
e all, and the Reſidence of the Governor 
458 of the French Antilles. This Iſland 
E js ſituated under fifteen Degrees five Mi- 
* nutes of North Latitude, and may be 
& between forty five and fifty Leagues in 
- * Circumference. The French: began to 
“e inhabit it in 163 5, and are at this time 
e upwards of fifteen thouſand. This Iſland 
e as well as 'Guadaloupd produces excellent 
Sugar, Indigo, and Tobacco. The 
N Moiety of St. Martin belongs to 
c the Dutch; Dejfirada is of no great 5 
: 88 Importance; Marygallant to the South _ 
SY Guadaloupe i is interſected by Moun- | 
© tains, but very fruitful nevertheleſs in 7 
a8 Tobacco ; St. Lucia was inhabited in | 
. 1650; Grenada in 1652, Holy Crofs wg 
in 1650, the Saints in 1648. All theſe | 
* Iſlands are called ere e, Je 
„The Engliſh Iſlands are, Barbadzes, 
Antigua, Barbuda, Anguilla, Nevis, 
« Montſerrat, TAB 4 GO, and St. Chri- 
« ftopher's. The moſt conſiderable is Bar- 
c badoes, ſituated in fourteen Degrees of 
« N orth Latitude to the South-Eaſt of 
40 Marti nico. : 
It is no Seat Wos ker chat theſe ed 
and intelligent Gentlemen ſhould not be 
A on wc with the Claim of the 5 
1 0 
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.of France becauſe, whenever it ſhall be 
ſtated, as We are threatned with a large 

Deduction of proofs in favour of this Title, 
it will appear of quite another kind than 
any of thoſe that are uſually ſet up to ſuch 
Iſlands, and with which therefore theſe 
Gentlemen were like to be unacquainted. : 
For in refpect to Iſlands and Countries:in 
America, it has been uſual to found a 
Right to them 1 the Airſt-Diſcovery, in 
the moſt early Poſſeſſion, in Purchaſe, in 

Conqueſt, or in Ceſſion. e 

Nou, I preſume, that if all theſe 
Points are fairly examined, it would not 
be extremely eaſy to find out whence. the 
French Title can derive ſo much as a Co- 

Jour. It cannot be from Diſcovery, for 

... this Iſland received its Name from the 
"+ Spaniards above a hundred Years before it 
came to the Notice or Knowledge of the 
French. By the way, as I do not recol- 

| let any Author who has given a clear ac- 

-—ij count of this Name, and as many have 

expreſſed a Doubt, whether the Iſland was 

ſo called from the Herb, or the Herb from 
the Ifland; I hope the curious and inqui- 

"ave Reader will be well pleaſed to ſee 

that Matter ſet in its true light; for 
the Fact is, that neither the Iſland received 
its name from the Herb, nor the To 


1 45 * 
: 2 the Iſland. The Ap pellation is in- 
deed. Indian, and yet wh 1 3 by : 
the Spaniards, The thing happened thus; 
The Caribbees were extremely fond of 
Tobacco, which in their Language they 
Called Robi ba, and fancied that when they 
Were drunk with the Fumes of it, the 
Dreams they had were in ſome ſort in- 
ſpired. Now their Method of taking it 
Was this: They firſt made a Fire of 
Wood, and when it was burnt out they 
ſcattered upon the living Embers the 
Leaves of the Plant, and received the 
Smoke of it by the Help of an Inſtrunient 

that was 2 made exactly in the 

Shape of the Letter V, putting the longer 
Tube into the Smoke, and thruſting the 

ſhorter Tubes up their Noſtrils. The 
Inſtrument they called Tabago, and when 
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| : the Admiral Chriſtopher Columbus paſſed 3 
L the Southward of this Iſland he judged 
— the Form of it to reſemble that To 


e ment, and thence it received its Name. 1 
= As the French cannot pretend, in any 
n degree, to the Diſcovery and Nomination 
os this Iſland, fo with as little Juſtice can 
e they pretend to have ſettled firſt in its 
Ur Neighbourhood; for, as we have ſhewn, 
4 the Engliſb had actually ſettled Barbadves, 
b and intended to have ſettled Tabago, as ap- 


pears 


{ 76) 
Gears by the tity Grant of it to the Earl 


of Pembroke, long before the French had 


any Opportunity of forming Claims, Be- 
ſides, when they did ſettle, it was at the 


very oppoſite End of the Bow ; and it is 


very apparent from the ſhort Account 


given above, that many Years elapſed be- 
fore they had ſettled the Iſlands that were 


naeeareſt to them; whereas the firſt and 
beſt ſettled of all. our Leeward Iflands, 


Barbadbes, is the neareſt to Tabago, and 
the moſt to the South, except that, of all 
the Antilles. We might add to this, but 


. that the Thing is already ſo plain that 


there need nothing more be ſaid upon it, 


many full and ſubſtantial Proofs, that tho WJ 


the French were never backwards i in form- 


ing Pretenſions, and putting the Names of 
I lllands into their Governors Commiſſions 


long before they had any Colour of Right 
to them, yet they did not think of ſwell- 
ing the Number of thoſe Titles with the 
Name of that Iſland; and if they had, one 
of their own Writers has given us ſuch an 3 
Account of the Matter as would effectual- 
ly ſet it aſide. He fays, that ſuch Kind 
of Inſtruments did not procure any Right 


_ © Whatever in reſpect to other Nations, in 
caſe thoſe Iſlands were not actually ſettled 5 


* the French, but were intended merely 
| | to 


FOOTY 


| to put it in che Power of the Crown to 


convey a Right at the Requeſt of any 8 
its own Subjects who ſhould actually de- 
fire to ſettle uninhabited Iſlands, againſt 
other Subjects of the ſame. Crown, who 
might interfere with them; and in conſe- 
quence of their fitting out Ships to take 
Poſſeſſion of ſuch Iſlands, might arrogate 
to themſelves the Dominion of the Whole 
or any Part. This is very reaſonable in 
itſelf, and accounts very well for a Prac- 
tice that might otherwiſe appear equally 
unreaſonable and unjuſt. | a 
As to Purchaſe or Exchange, the Title 


i ariſing from thence can never be a Secret. 


Me know very well what Difficulties the 


French Crown and its Subjects had in the 
original Settlement of the Iſlands they poſ- 


ſeſs; we know that they were granted to 


| Companies; we know that thoſe Compa- 
nies ſold them to the Knights of Malta, 
with the Approbation of the Crown, and ; 
with the Reſervation only of its Sove- 
reignty, which was to be manifeſted by 
the Preſent or Tribute of a Gold Crown of 
a certain Value, to be preſented upon the 


| Acceſſion of every new Prince: and we 


| likewiſe know how this Grant was ren- 
dered void, and the Poſſeſſion. as well as 


| Sovereignty of thoſe Iſlands, reſumed again 
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(28) „ 
to the Crown of. Frente: We are like 


wWiſe not at all ignorant of the Bargains 
made with the Car:bbees, or of what has 


been faid in; that reſpect, of the oy 


Right refulrifly from ſuch Agreements, in 


Preference to Ss barbarous Method of ex- 


 tirpating whole Nations, in order to ac- 


quire a Title to the Countries which they 
poſſeſſed. But as to the Bargain and Sale 


of Tabago, no ſuch thing was ever heard 
of, there could not in Truth be any ſuch 
Thing ; for the Nation of the Caribbers 
were in reality diſpoſſeſſed of this Iſland 
by their Enemies, before the French had 
an Opportunity of treating with them; 
and therefore ſuch a Title is altogether 
abſurd and impoſſible. 


We have already inſiſted ſufficiently i in 


reference to whatever can be advanced as 
to Conqueſt, We have ſhewn that this 


cannot be pleaded againſt the Dutch, who 


were indeed once diſpoſſeſſed by the 
French of Tabagy ; and if not againſt 
them, much leſs againſt us, from whom 
this Iſland was never taken. We have 
farther ſhewn, That that great Conqueror 
Lewis XIV. before the Treaty of Nime- 
guen, and when, if ever ſuch a Title 


could have been pretended, that Pretence 


might have been ſet * 3 it with 


a 


| ( 79) 
a generous Contempt, and declared, that 
tho' he had treated the Dutch as Enemies, 
yet he had no Quarrel with the Prince 
who claimed by a prior Title, and who 
derived that Title from the Crown of 
Great Britain. It is impoſſible therefore 
that any Claim ſhould reſt upon this Foun- 
dation at any other Time, when, in the 
only Seaſon at which it could be infiſted 
upon with the leaſt Colour or Appearance 
of Juſtice, it was declared to be ground- 
lefs, and with very good Cauſe, in reſpeet >; 
to the Duke of Courland, and to us; for 
as to the former, he was a neutral Prince, 
and as to King Charles the Second, he was 
then the moſt Chriſtian King's good Ally; 
3 neither was the leaſt Umbrage taken at 
in | all the ſubſequent Acts done in favour of 
as the Duke of Courland, which evidently 
is proves what the Sentiments of the Crown 
of France were, with regard to his Rights 
and ours in thoſe Times. 

Laſtly, As to any Right accruing from | 
Gen, this was never heard of or pre- 
tended. It appears plainly from the 
Agreement between King Charles the Se- 0 
cond and the Duke of Courland, that the 
latter had no Power to alienate; nay, had 
not ſo much as a Power to grant a Free- 
dom of Trade, in caſe he Pad actually 
EL, „ eſtabliſned 


— —— ' a . 
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eſtabliſhed a Colony in Tabago, to any 


other Nation whatever. Upon the Whole 
therefore, we need not at all wonder, that 


the moſt ſkilful of the French Geographers, : 
or thoſe who had the Commerce of the 
| French Iſles moſt at Heart, ſhould be ab- 
ſolutely filent as to any Claim upon Ja- 
bago, and ſhould even acknowledge the 
Right to that Iſland in us. All the Tranſ- 


actions before recited have a direct Ten- 
dency to this Point; and therefore it was 


highly natural for Men of Learning and 
5 Candour to ſee Things in the Light they 
did. Some indeed have ſeen leſs clearly 
than others, but the moſt clear ſighted are 
; on our Side; and he muſt be an Argus of 
Aa Geographer, who can be able to frame, 
with the leaſt Appearance of Conſiſtency 


or Truth, a Title for the French King to 
this Iſland. 


* Engliſh Governors of 8 To 
always had, in virtue of their Commiſſi- 


on, a delegated Authority from the Crown 
7 5 FE: Great Britain over this Iſland, which 
N they never failed to exerciſe and exert up- 
on eyery proper Occaſion, of which, if 
it was neceſſary, innumerable Inſtances a 
might be given. The firſt Time, I be- 
_ | eye, that ever the French Pretenſions 


ae... | 85 to 
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t this land Were mentioned, was on ac 


count of the Diſpute about St, Lucia; and 


then were only hinted in indirect Terms 
in the Poſtſcript of a Letter from M. du 


ene ene of the French Iflands, 
to Which Mr. Sharp then Preſident of Bar- 
Halbes made a very briſk Reply, in a Let- 


/ ter of his dated from Bar badbocs, February 


2 lſt 1714, from which. Iwill cite R 


or: three Paragraphs : $f 


received your Rxcellegey's $ Letter 


7) « © of the 24 th by Mr. Valiumier, com- 
2 plein Sc. The Regard I had for 
«. your Excellency” s Letter, obliged me 


.<* t0 enquire into this Affair; and I can- 
not find that any of the King' s Ships 


have done what is alledged therein; 


c ot that they have any Way «Ged con- | 


07 ; 


y to their Duty,” 


In 


4 e. e to that Iſland St. 55 
% cannot be unknown to you, nor is it 


now to. be controverted ; and therefore, 


te Sir, it Cannot . be permitted that any 


40 Perſons, other than his Majeſty” s own. 


Ko Subjects, ſhould ſettle or cut Wood 
. & there without his Majeſty” J Licence ; 


«I muſt therefore earneſtly. preſs you to 


{5 "20S: Orders, char ah of the 1 your 


e The King my Maſter $ fole rig he of 


* by 2 i 1 (3 *. + + . ® -# "; = S ? 1 * 8 
of 
* 


an 2 _ — — 8 
PRO —_— . 


„ chat this Letter regards 


| ( B2 ) 
% Maſter's Subjects as I hear are about to 
e ſettle here, they forthwith remove, and 
that none of them reſettle there for 
the future, leſt by ſuch a Procedure 
the good Underftanding between the 
| 6 two Crowns be indeed reel Hg : 
The ſame Right the King my Ma- 
ter has to the Iſland of Tabags: and 
e therefore 1 cannot but be furpries at 
- © the Poſtſcript of your Letter, wherein 
"© you ſay it is not lawful for his Majeſty's 
0 « Sybjedts to cut Wood there. 
The Reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
the Diſpute begun 
by the French, which was ſeveral Years 
prior to the Grant made by his late Ma- 
jeſty to his Grace the Duke of Montague, 
and the Pretence then ſet up to the Ifland 
of St. Lucia was exactly of the fame Na- 
ture with that of which we have lately 
heard in reſpect to the Iſland of Tabago; 
for this Complaint of the Conduct of 0 our 
Captains was to make way for a Grant by 
the French Crown - to the Marſhal de 
_  Eftrees, which followed ſome Vears after ; 


bdaut the then Governor of Barbadoes, who, 
| ;Þ miſtake not, was Robert Lowther, Eſq; 


chreatened to diſpoſſeſsthoſe whgattempt- 


cd to ſettle under that Grant by Force; and 


* this Matter was repreſented wich ſo much 
„ 
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Court, that Orders were immediately 


tranſmitted from thence for the Evacua- 
tion of St. Lucia, which was done, not- 
withſtanding the Stratagems which the 
General of the French Iflands before men- 
tioned, had, to try the Temper of the Go. 
vernment of Barbadbes, made Uſe of in 
his Letter to Mr. Preſident Sharp, whoſe 
Conduct was approved at Home, and a 
1 Letter of Thanks written to bind by the 
f Earl of Sunderland, his late Maſeſty EF 
| Principal prone of State, pon that Sub- 5 


ject. 


ver what Precedent the French Governor 
copied when he thought fit to iſſue, as he 
is ſaid to have done, the following moſt 
extraordinary Proclamation, which that it 
really _ from him muſt appear 1 much 

8 - 5 more 


14 


| Spirit by our Embaſfadur : at the French 


It is not at all iingrodable" havhore 
thes\ the prefent Governor of Bar budbes | 

1 this as well as other Precedents 
is Eye, when upon a late Occaſion he 

font a Monitoty tothe French Intruders on 
the Iſland of Tabago, fignifying his Bri- 

tannick Majeſty's unqueſtionable Right to 
that Iſland, and his Obligation to take 
Notice of their Infringement of his Ma- 
jeſty's Rights, but it is not caſy to — 
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nds tncredible than he affects to baun, 
the Publication ol the MY Governor 80 
Paper. 7267.3 e 1 


my 8 


Ordinance of the 1 FA "the French | 


Leeward Want j 11 A merica. 73 
R AR LEA d Tbebieret d Levi, 


4 Peſtel, de Grimoard, Marquis of 


« Cy Knight of the Order of St. 


Fohn of Feruſalem, and: of the. Royal 


and Military Order of St. Lewis, Com- 
« mander in Chief of his Majeſty's — 
© his Governor and Lieutenant General 
* of the Iflands of Martinico, Guade- 
bouße, Grande, and Petit: Terre, Deſ- 
vn eada, Mary Gallant” be Saints, Do- © 


* minico, St. Lucia, St. Vi incent, Be- 
guia, Canaouan, Cuiriouacou, * ade, © 


and: of all the Iſlands and lets com- 
monly called the Grenadillos, Tabagy, St. 
« Bartholmew, St. Martin, Cayan, and the 


Continent comprehended between the 


<< Rivers of the Amazon and Oronogue. 


„ The Iſland of Tabago, commonly 


called 8 one of thoſe: oder 


75 ba = enen, — 1 ha - 
Prince or Sovereign! Power whatſoever 
5 iu laid 
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40 laid: any. Pretenſion to the acer 
or Dominion of the ſame, has ob- 
5 liged us to give no Credit to an Infor- 
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mation e hate received, that a ſmall 
F rigate ſtiling herſelf Engbhb, and 


authorized by certain pretended Powers, 
iſſued from the Governor of Barba- 
does, ſhould have been about a Month 
ſince at the Iſland: of Taba go, and 
there clandeſtinely ſtuck up to Trees, 
in different Parts of the ſame, a pre- 
tended Proclamation, importing, that 
Mr. Greenuille, Governor of Bafbadbes, 
who in the ſame Proclamation calls 
himſelf without any Foundation, G0 
vernor of St. Lucia, Domingo, N 
Vincent, and Tabago, together with all 
eee other Iſlands, Colonies and Plan- 


tations in America, commonly called 


© or known by the Name of the Ca- 
rilbce Iſlands; which Iſlands and Plan- 
tations. nevertheſeſs belonged indiſpu- 

tably to his Majeſty, had ordered the 
Inhabitants of Tabago, : 
Subjects to his Majeſty, to quit the 


Space af thirty Days, giv- 


8 in the 


- them to underſtand that they 


pect military Execution in caſe 

of their Non- compliance; the Nature 

94 of ſach an Ack, and the Terms in 
b 1 1 which 


who are all 


1 


7 which it i 18 i puts 1 of All!“ 
Doubt, that it could never have pro- 
© ceeded from the Governor of Barba- 


e dees, but that it is the Work of ſome 


- ©. evil-difpoſed Perſons, and determines us 
to wave the demanding any Satisfaction 
| ©, from! the pretended Author of it, who 

in all Probability had no hand in it. 


Nevertheleſs it being neceſſary to 
ce, - hinder any Perſon, of what Quality, 
. Condition, or Nation ſoever they may 


. be, from falling into the Snare laid for 
> them: We declare to all the Subjects 

_* *© of his Majeſty who are ſettled upon the 
. ſaid Ifland of Tabago, as well Whites' 
e ag Indium Negraes, ge, Meſtees,” 
and all others that it | Sr 1 
4 that we will defend then I 
= 100 Artempts that any Nation -F wanna to 
. us. may form againſt the ſaid Iſland, and 
8; <<. that we will ſend them ſuch un 
of Ammunitions'and Proviſions: as they” . 
may ſtand in need of. | 


* 


2 


We prohibit their dis ak Cor- 


- 40 reſpondence or Dealing with ndigh-" 3 
„ 2 "Colonies, belong ng either to” 5 
od 7 the Eg, Dutch, or Danes, or to 


A 


F 


ſuffer any of them to continue among 


1 05 them, or to petinit their Coming on 


1 * ee 1 8 


e laid ck of N 
„ until 


; : « 5 7 5 
ee until ſuch Time as we have" ſent 
5 „ commanding Officer with regular 
Froops for their Protection and De- 
; 40 fene. 
It is our win, 18 theſe Preſents "i 5 
"I read, publiſhed, and ſet up in all-the 
* Quarters of the faid Hand of Tabago, 
«that no Perſon whatever indy — : 
« Ie: of the . 1051 : 


SiH « Given les our. i at Keine | 

1 $4, 450 © and the Counter-Sign of our | 
a firſt Secrstary, at Zartinich 1 

r 1 . of December. 1748. 4 


Ie Marquis 4 Cavrus. £ 
1 Hy his s Londbip's 8 Command, 


N 8 the a repolng werbe X 
1 clear Hiſtory of all that has happen- 
ed with Regard 10 this Iſland, from its 

_ . firſt Diſcovery to this Time, the Reader 
_ ill: know perfectly well what to think 
o this Iland's being the. indiſputable 


till farther out of [Diſpute by. the: re- 
peated Confirmations of Treaties, $-e | 
that 


Property of the Crown of France, but 
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5 that” for eta Reaſon, "Hah! W 
other Priace having ever laid Claim to it, 
there ne ver could be any Diſpute at all. 


He will hkewiſe ſee, by this Proclama- 
tion, where the original Grief lay; it was 


not wo bare Suſpicion, a haſty Tofbrmati: - 


on, or an unſupported Account, chat 

boys: ſo much Notice to be taken by 
the Governor of 'Barbauoes, but an actu- 
al Settlement upon the Iſland of Tabago, 
- which this great French Governor frankly 
-acknowledges;” roundly avows, and ex- 


pPreſly — his Reſolution to maintain 


by. Force. As much was ſaid in 1719. 


When Marſhal 4 Eftrees was about to 


ſettle St Lucia; but the Iſland was ſoon 


| after bales for all that, and: 1 tl 


Tabago. ' Fork 


. | © One Thing it may I ft 10 nach: be 


97 we conclude, which is, that he 
Extin&ion of the Male Line of the 
Houſe of Kertler ſeems to have excited 
this Humbur of ſettline g Tabago; for 1 


5 find, that in 1743. the Dutch Weſt India 


Company made a Grant to a Perſon, 


V whole Name I cannot at preſent! 'recol- 
-le&, as they formerly did to'the*Lamp- 


ns; but * there were ever o 0 


Grants, French and Dutch, they can ne- 


ver preclude or Tulle the clear Right. 


4 # 2 * 12 ; "of 


Li 


of is Pawn of Great r in \ Vir⸗ 
tue of which the original Grant was 
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made to James Kettler Duke of Courland, 


his Heirs and Succeſſors; and thoſeHeirs 
and Succefſors failing, there can be no 
Queſtion, that the Fief returns to the 
Chief Lord, and may be granted out 
again, or otherwiſe diſpoſed ' of, as his 


preſent Majeſty ſhall think fitting, It 


would be a very eaſy Matter to deduce 
from the Premiſes, a very full and formal 
Series of Proofs, in a legal Way, in Sup- 


port of this Title, but as what we have 


already faid, will be ſufficient to convince 
any Man of common Underſtanding, 
who is an equal and impartial ſudge, 
there is no need of introducing a Parade 
of Learning on fo plain a Point; which 
I ſhall therefore leave with this Obſerva- 
tion, that when a better Right can be 
 thewn to avy Iſland not actually ſettled 
by any European Power that claims it, it 
will be Time enough to diſpute that os 


the Crown of Great Britain to rot 


which till then ought ta be held. as it 
: * is, and m—_ 8 
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